William Howard Taft

· Background

· Non confrontational

· A good follower; but not a good leader (why TR picked him)

· Foreign Policy

· Used dollar diplomacy—encouraged Wall Street to invest in poor nations

· But often sent troops into “banana republics” to restore peace and protect American investments

· Manchuria- Failed to assert US authority; wanted to take over RR

· 1912- 25,000 marines sent into Nicaragua

· Progressive

· Children’s Bureau (1912)

· 8 hr. workday for federal employment

· Mine/RR safety regulations

· Graduated income tax (pet of progressives)

· Trusts

· Filed suit 90 times in 4 years

· TR filed suit 45 times in 7 ½ years

· “Rule of Reason” outlawed only those trusts that unreasonably restrained trade( result of S. Court case that broke
· Angered TR when Taft went after U.S St???
Divisions in Republican Party
· Event as early as TR’s term( insurgents: Lafollette, Beveridge

· Payne-Aldrich Bill

· Raised tariffs( Taft supported it( angered progressives

· Angered reconstructionist wing of the party

· Pinchot (Forester/TR fun)

· Criticized Secretary of Interior( Ballinger
· Taft favored Pinchot

· Angered recunstructionist wing of the party

· Taft support Joe Cannon (Speaker)

· When progressives went after him

· Cannon( anti-reform( often kept progressive reform bills from ever being debated

· Outcomes of Division


· Democrats took solid control of House and lost Senate votes

· Socialist elected( Milwaukee’s
· National Progressive Republican League

· Founded 1911 by LaFollette

Election of 1912
· Taft(Republican
· Wilson( Democrat

· Roosevelt( Progressive Rep (Bull Moose)

· “Roosevelt bit me and I went mad”

· Minority President

· Wilson won elect vote handily but only 41% of the popular vote

· Outcomes

· Progressives won( TR, Wilson, Debs, 3-1 victory

· Democrats became party of reform (except on race)

· New Nationalism (TR( Bull Moose)

· Big Government

· Favored big trusts, but with strong regulation also sweeping social reforms (minimum wage, social insurance)
· New Freedom (Wilson(Democrat)

· Small Government

· “Liberty has never come from government; only from time limitation of government power”

· No trusts, free market
· Shunned welfare( believe competition, in a fair society would yield( wanted to break up big business
· Outcomes

· Progressive Party died out but Democrats adopt their policies

· Democrats took control of Congress and White House

· Election offered voters a clear choice of political/economic philosophies.

