AMERICAN WARS
COLONIAL WARS – These wars started in Europe and spilled over to Colonies.

· King William’s War (War of the League of Augsberg) 1689-97 
English/Iroquois vs. French and all other Indians – devastated Iroquois

· Queen Anne’s War (War of Spanish Succession) 1702-13 – English vs. French/Spanish

Brits gained Acadia and Newfoundland – Treaty of Ultrecht ended war – led to many years of British/French Peace – war showed colonists how much they depend on British

· War of Jenkins Ear 1739 – English vs. Spain fought in Caribbean and Georgia

*King George’s War (War of Austrian Succession) 1740-48 Brit vs. Spain

******************************************************************************

FRENCH and INDIAN WAR (SEVEN YEARS WAR)
1754-63

· First war to start here and spread to Europe

· 1754 – Washington (22) sent to Ohio to protect land investments of Virginians

· Albany Congress
· 7/13 colonies there 

· Initial reason was to discuss “Indian Problem”

· Called for home rule with representative government

· Never passed by any colony

· First colonial congress

· Franklin’s “snake” cartoon

· Brits/Prussians vs. France, Spain, Austria, Russia and Indians

· Brits made many tactical mistakes early in war—outlook was dim

· 1758 Turning Point – 1. Easton Treaty convinced Indians to abandon war 2. Decided to pay colonists to fight, made them more pro-war

· 1759—Battle of Quebec. General Montcalm (French) was defeated on the Plains of Abraham by General Wolfe (Brit) – both men died in battle – one of the most significant events in US History – signaled the end of French presence in N. America
· Treaty of Paris (1763)

· Brits got Canada and N. America to Mississippi River

· Spain got North America west of Mississippi River, Cuba, New Orleans

· French got to keep a few West Indies islands

· Outcomes – increased colonial unity and cockiness
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION
1775-1781

*4/16/76
Lexington/Concord

*6/76
Bunker (Breeds) Hill

· a civil war—Tories (loyalists) 20% of population—spread across nation a social status—it got real ugly between patriots and Tories

· American Pros—home field, passion, George Washington, guerilla tactics, FRANCE

· Brit Pros—more money, more soldiers, more navy, more army, Hessians

· The War
· Jan 1776 Knox’s journey from Ticonderoga to take cannons to Wash. to save Boston
· Aug-Dec 1776 Colonists nearly annihilated in NY area
· 12/25/76 Washington crossed Delaware and took Trenton and Princeton NJ—boosted colonial morale
· Fall 1777 Battle of Saratoga – turning point in war – Horatio Gates and Benedict Arnold defeated Brits – convinced French to come in on our side – diplomatic importance far outweighs the military

· French widened the war split Brit forces

· Yorktown 1781 General Cornwallis surrendered to Washington

· Treaty of Paris (1783) – formally recognized USA

· Western boundary would be Mississippi River

· US fishing rights of Canada

· US would pay debts to Brit and give Tories back their confiscated lands
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WAR OF 1812
1812-1815

· Causes – impressments of seamen, free trade, Brits support of frontier Indians (Tecumseh and the Prophet), warhawks

· War was opposed in NE because of their heavy dependence on trade – “O grab me” – would protest at Hartford Convention, end of federalist party

· US made an ill-fated 3 pronged invasion into Canada in 1812 & 1813

· Naval battles – may have won war – USS Constitution won battle of Nova Scotia

· Lake Erie Comm. Oliver Perry won “We have met the enemy and they are ours”

· Battle of the Thames River (Detroit) – W.H. Harrison killed Tecumseh

· Chesapeake – Brits burned Washington, but could not take Baltimore (Star Spangled Banner)

· South – led by Andrew Jackson – defeated the Creek (Brit Allies) at Horseshoe Bend, Alabama – went on to stomp Brits at New Orleans (2 weeks after war ended)

· Treaty of Ghent – status quo antebellum

· Outcomes – increased respect for USA, increase national unity, increased factory output, end of federalists, nullification and secession talk set precedent for South

· 2 war heroes became president
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MEXICAN WAR
1846-1847
· Causes – Mexico owed Americans money, Mexicans wanted Texas back, Polk wanted California, southerners wanted more slave land

· Slidell Mission – Polk sent him to offer to pay for California, Mexican government would not receive him – Polk decided to pick a war

· May 1846 – fighting broke out on banks of Rio Grande – “American blood on American soil” – Lincoln called for “spot resolution” – Spotty Lincoln

· Many northerners against war, but kept quiet remembering the federalists

· Mexico strength – home field, more men (4x)

· US strengths – better artillery, troop movement, leadership

· Heroes

· W. Scott – Mexico City (Lee & Grant were there) & Vera Cruz

· Zachary Taylor – Buena Vista

· S. Kearney – Kansas to New Mexico – “It’s better to be thought brave than to be so”

· J.C. Fremont – “The Pathfinder” – took California

· Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo – Rio Grande would be US/Mex border, US got California and Mexican cession, US paid Mexico $15 million

· Wilmot Proviso – proposal to forbid slavery in Mexican Cession – infuriated southerners, passed House twice, but failed in Senate

· Outcomes – first US war to have news correspondents, first to use RR, divided the nation, trained many leaders of Civil War, Zachary Taylor president
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SPANISH AMERICAN WAR
1898

· Caused by yellow journalism – stirred up US sympathy for Cubans who were fighting Spanish for independence – Hurst and Pulitzer fought for newspaper readership – “You provide the pictures, I’ll provide the war”

· Jingoism convinced American she needed a war

· US Maine exploded in Havana Harbor – that was it!!!

· Teller Amendment – said once we helped Cuba get independence, we would leave her alone – YEAH RIGHT!!!

· Hay called it “A Splendid Little War”

· 5000 Americans died, 379 in battle

· TR led Rough Riders up San Juan Hill and Kettle Hill – promoted his own acc.

· George Dewey sailed into Manila and took the Philippines

· Treaty of Paris (1898) – Cuba independence (we would soon fix that), US got Guam, Puerto Rico, and Philippines, paid Spain $20 million

· Ramifications – increased global respect, patriotism and size of the navy
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WWI
1914-1918

THE GREAT WAR


THE WAR TO END ALL WARS

· Causes – imperialism, nationalism, colonialism and alliances

· Allies – Britain, Russia, France and Italy

· Central Powers – Germany, Austro-Hungarian Empire, Ottoman Empire

· American was determined to stay neutral, but heavy loans to Allies and Lusitania changed that

· Continued U-boat attacks on American ships and Zimmerman note led US to declare war April 1917
· Selective service

· Lever Food and Fuel Act – created Daylight Saving, set fuel prices and encourage food conservation “Meatless Mondays”

· Little tolerance for civil liberties – Espionage and Sedition Act made it illegal to disagree with the government, president or war effort – 1500 jailed, including Eugene Debs; laws upheld in Schenck v. US
· Anti-German hysteria – “Liberty measles” – spurred on by propaganda of Creel Commission

· Industrial output soured as did union membership and farm prices

· Other stuff

· Women went to work (got vote)

· Great Migration

· 18th Amendment

· The war
· American Expeditionary Forces led by J. Pershing

· Blacks enlisted in record numbers

· New weapons – tanks, planes, machine guns, flame throwers, submarines, and poisonous gases

· Farm boys sent to France, culture shock “Tell Lafayette we’re here”, “A German bullet is cleaner than a French whore”, “How can you keep him on the farm when he’s seen gay Paree?”

· US did not see much action until 1918

· Stopped German offensives at Belleau Woods, Chateau Thierry and Rheims

· Our offensive included the Marne, St. Mihiel and Argonne Forest

· Treaty of Versailles

· Big Four – Clemenceau (France), Orlando (Italy), Lloyd George (Britain), Wilson (US) – first three in vindictive mood

· Disarmed Germany, charged them $56 billion in reparations, took away a lot of Germany’s land and empire

· Created Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia

· Failed to address Russia, angered Germany and created amalgamated nations

· Ramifications of war – old European empires crumbled, US emerged as a great power, but returned to isolationism
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WORLD WAR II
1939-1945

· Efforts to appease Hitler failed

· September 1, 1939 – Hitler invaded Poland and WWII began

· US determined to stay neutral – Neutrality Acts 1935, 36, 37 – Cash and Carry – Destroyers for Bases – Lend Lease (FDR supported in his FOUR Freedoms speech – said we should have freedom of speech, religion, from want, and from fear)

· Pearl Harbor 12/7/1941

· Industrial output led by War Production Board – rationed goods and set prices – output phenomenal 

· Impact of war on minorities

· African Americans – led directly to CRM, A. Phillip Randolph, CORE created

· Native Americans – enlisted in very high numbers – half who left reservations never returned to live – Navajo Code Talkers

· Mexican Americans – large numbers came to work – Zoot Suit Riots

· Japanese Americans – 100,000 interned from West Coast – upheld in Kormatsu v. US – 1988 reparations were paid to survivors

· Women – went to work in “male” jobs – Rosie the Riveter – still made far less than male counterparts in same jobs – over 200,000 served in armed forces

· The war
· Atlantic – Germans wolfpack attack U-boats were overcome with US Convoys of ships
· N. Africa – Eisenhower led Operation Torch against Rommel – went on up through Italy (Bloody Anzio)
· D Day – 6/6/1944 – Largest invasion by sea in world history
· Dec 1944 Battle of the Bulge – Last German offensive
· April 1945 – Germans surrendered
· Japan
· Coral Sea (May 1942) First naval battle fought entirely from aircraft

· Midway (June 1942) Last Japanese offensive

· Leyte Gulf (October 1944) Destroyed most of Japanese navy
· Island hopping and kamikazes 

· Hiroshima and Nagasaki (August 6 and 9, 1945)
· The conferences
· Casablanca (1/43) – Would demand unconditional surrender

· Teheran (11/43) – planned D-Day

· Yalta (2/45) – planned war’s end, Soviets would help in Japan, the Allies would divide up Germany, United Nations created

· Potsdam, Germany (7/45) – would hold war trials
· Legacy

· Most destructive war in world history – Cold War – US emerged as giant, greatly increased federal budget and power of presidency
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KOREA
1950-1953

· Never declared war – UN “Police Action” – Soviets boycotted that day!!

· Korea was divided at the 38th parallel – NK attacked 6/1950

· MacArthur led UN forces (50% Americans) – brilliant amphibious assault at Inchon then went up through N. Korea

· Chinese got made and came over the border – beat us we stole something!!

· MacArthur wanted to invade bomb mainland China – Truman said no!! – Mac talked smack about Truman so Truman fired him – very unpopular decision

· Armistice in 1953

· 54,000 Americans died
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VIETNAM
1965-1975

· Vietnam split at 17th parallel in 1954 – North Vietnam was communist – guess who we supported

· Gulf of Tonkin – 1965 – US ship fired on – Resolution gave president unheard of powers

· March 1965 sent first 2 battalions to Vietnam

· We fought NVA and Viet Cong (South Vietnamese Communists)

· US Generals wanted to fight a war of attrition – didn’t work

· Tet 1968 – We won the battle but lost the peace

· War was first supported at home, but with each passing year and with the return of veterans, support turned away – first and noisiest protests were by college students but eventually mainstream Americans turned against it

· Tour of Duty – spelled doom for the war effort

· 1973 – last US troops left Vietnam

· 1975 – South Vietnam fell

· Very limited war – attempts to broaden were met with public outcry
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PERSIAN GULF WAR
1991

· August 1990 – Iraq (Saddam Hussein) invaded oil-rich Kuwait and threatened Saudi Arabia

· George Bush successfully organized a UN coalition that created an embargo against Iraq – the embargo was not successful

· January 1991 – Desert Storm – 5 weeks of intensive air strikes and 100 hours of a brilliant land invasion led by Norman Schwarzkopf

· Some Americans angered by limited war – we led Hussein in power

· Bush had a 90% approval rating in Spring of 1991; lost reelection in November 1992
