Transportation/Communication 1600-2006
Roads and Canals-

· 1st National Road 1818- connected the Potomac River at Cumberland, Maryland to Wheeling, Virginia on the Ohio River.

· Roads built out of stone and gravel- roads were filled with traffic jams and roads fell into poor conditions

· Cost more to move products on roads than it did to sell products at small markets – hindrance  to market economy

· “Clinton’s Big Ditch” – Erie Canal- 4 ft wide 361 miles long

· Connected the Hudson River to Lake Erie 

· Canal was so popular nine boats passed through major tocks every min. 

Steamboats-

· Steamboats created in 1807 by Robert Fulton

· The Enterprise was the first steamboat to travel up the Mississippi River 
· Steamboats were not safe- 40% of all steamboats built before 1849 sank, burned or exploded 

· Cities such as Louisville, Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati doubled in population creating trade centers, meatpacking plants, and flourmills.
Railroads- first big business

· Standard gauge set in 1886 at 4 feet 8.5 inches 

· Set up four time zones across the country in  1883

· $4 billion invested in the railroad by 1877- at the time the national debt was only $2.1 billion 

· Railroads became the first big business- extended for thousands of miles across the US and employed tens of thousands of workers 

· Munn v. Illinois- state could establish a commission to regulate railroad rates 

· Interstate Commerce Act- created the ICC composed of 5 members 

· Railroads made interstate trade a lot easier

Transcontinental Railroad-

· Connected the Union Pacific to the Central Pacific
· May 10, 2869 the two railroads connected at Promontory, Utah 

· This opened up the West tremendously, many potential farmers began migrating to the Great Plains
Cars- 

· First major car was the Model T Ford 

· Assembly line made the Model T easy to produce and cheap

· A car come off the line every minute by 1920 and in 1914 the Model T only cost $500
· Ford transformed workers with his $5 for an eight-hour day

· 1923 General Motors become a big competitor with Ford 

· Dec 1, 1927 Ford unveiled the Model A

Planes-

· First flight was by the Write Brothers in 1903 at  kitty Hawk, North Carolina 

· Planes were slow to progress, but became very popular during the 1st World War 

· First woman to fly across the Atlantic was Amelia Earhart

· On May 10, 1927 Charles Lindbergh flew from New York to Paris completing the first ever nonstop flight across the Atlantic

· Planes allowed for easier travel and faster travel from one place to another 

· By the 1930’s and 40’s travel by airlines was much safer than traveling along the busy and unsafe roads

Communications-

· Fist telephone- Alexander Graham Bell 1876- allowed people to talk directly to each other; calls from New York to Boston and many more

· President Hayes is the first to have a telephone in the White House 

· Created the Bell Telephone Company- later call the American Telephone and Telegraph Company

· After the disaster with the Titanic, Congress enacted a bill which mandated the promotion of radio usage in the Navy

· Telegraph and Pony Express

· Ben Franklin- postal system

Radios-

· KDKA was the first radio station in 1920
· Radio was used to tell the news to Americans all over the US

· Radio played shows such as Amos ‘n’ Andy and War of the Worlds which entertained Americans
· Changed American lifestyle tremendously, families would sit around the radio at night listening to the news and the shows 

· By the late 1920’s almost every American family owned a radio

· RCA was one of the largest Radio Stations during the 1920’s

Movies-

· Movies were used to influence Americans 

· Movies such as The Birth of a Nation greatly increased the power of the KKK and many other groups
· The public tried to act exactly like the actors did in movies, public believed everything they saw in the movies was real

· 1930- release from stress of life

Television-

· Televisions changed American lifestyles through how they acted and what they did 

· Families would spend hours at a time watching TV

· Checkers Speech was giving on national TV helped Nixon stay on Eisenhower’s ticket
· Vietnam was shown on TV many people hated the war because of what they saw on TV

· Presidential debates and speeches are shown on TV starting in the 1950’s 

Progressive Notes

· In the United States of America, the Progressive Era was a period of reform that began in America’s urban regions from, approximately the 1890s and lasted through 1920s, although some experts say it lasted from 1900 to 1920.  Progressivists sought change in labor and fiscal policies in different levels of government

· Initially it was successful at local level, and then it was progressed to state and gradually national. 

· The reformers were predominately members of the middle class.  Furthermore, women came to the fore in the Progressive era and proved their value as social workers, probably due to the lack of female suffrage.

· Although the Progressives pushed for social justice and general equality, there was extreme diversity and contradiction within the Progressive movement 

· One of the main areas of disagreement came with the position of blacks in Progressivism; Catholic settlements would work in black neighborhoods whilst Protestant social groups refused to work with the supposedly “inferior race.” 
· Many reforms dotted this era, including Prohibition with the 18th Amendment and women’s suffrage through the Nineteenth Amendment to the US constitution, both in 1920 as well as in the initiation of the Income Tax with the Sixteenth Amendment and direct election of Senators with the Seventeenth Amendment.

· Muckrakers was a name applied to American journalists, novelists, and critics who in the first decade of the 20th cent. attempted to expose the abuses of business and the corruption in politics.  The term derives from the word muckrake used by President Theodore Roosevelt in a speech in 1906, in which he agreed with many of the charges of the muckrakers but asserted that some of their methods were sensational and irresponsible.  He compared them to a character from Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress who could look no way but downward with a muckrake in his hands and was interested only in raking the filth.
· Progressives shard a common belief in the ability of human nature to improve by bettering its living and working conditions

· Famous Progressives of the era were William Howard Taft, Woodrow Wilson, and Robert M. La Follette, Sr. and Jr. 

The Progressive Party

· Election of 1912
· Republican insurgents dissatisfied with the conservative administration of President William Howard Taft formed (Jan., 1911) the National Progressive Republican League.  Senator Robert M. La follette was their choice for the Republican presidential nomination in 1912 until former President Theodore Roosevelt, at odds with his old friend Taft for various personal and political reasons, threw his “hat into the ring” (Feb. 24, 1912).
· The regular Republicans, however, controlled the national convention at Chicago (June) and re-nominated Taft, whereupon the Roosevelt supporters organized the new Progressive party (the Bull Moose party) and nominated, also at Chicago (August), Roosevelt for president and Hiram W. Johnson for Vice President.

· The Progressive platform called for the direct election of U.S. Senators, the initiative referendum, and recall, woman suffrage, reduction of the tariff, and many social reforms

· As a result of the split in Republican ranks, Woodrow Wilson, the Democratic candidate, won, but Roosevelt, who received 88 electoral votes and over 4 million popular votes, fared better than Taft.  The party maintained its organization until 1916, when, after Roosevelt declined another nomination, most Progressives supported the Republican presidential candidate, Charles Evan Hughes.    
Notable Progressive Laws

· The pure food and drug act of 1906- the first federal law prohibiting the interstate transportation and sale of adulterated food enacted by Congress pursuant to its power under the Commerce Clause.  Scandals concerning the purity and quality of food sold to the U.S. public became widespread as the unsanitary methods used by the food industry were disclosed. 
· The Hepburn Act of 1906- gave the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) the power to set maximum railroad rates and led to the discontinuation of free passes to loyal shippers.  In addition, the ICC could view the railroads’ financial records, a task simplified by standardized booking systems.
· 16th Amendment (Congress gets the authority to levy an income tax)
· 18th Amendment (Prohibition)
· Federal Reserve Act of 1913
· Clayton Antitrust Act- A federal law enacted in 1914 as an amendment to the Sherman AnitTrust Act was originally enacted to exempt unions from the scope of antitrust laws by refusing to treat human labor as a commodity or an article of commerce.  Today, it is used primarily to prohibit the suppression of free competition
· New York State Tenement House Act of 1901- one of the first laws to ban the construction of dark, airless tenement buildings in the state of New York.  Among other sanctions, the law required that new buildings must be built with windows, an open courtyard, indoor toilets and fire safeguards.   
