SYLLABUS  

AP U.S. HISTORY  
 
 HOLLEY                  
G. Holley

Room 116                                                                            

 Description

AP US History is a year-long course designed to meet the standards outlined in our state’s Social Studies Framework, the state graduation requirements, and the expectations of the College Board’s Advanced Placement testing committee. Students who pass first semester will earn one social studies honors elective credit. The second semester will satisfy our state’s graduation requirement and students will earn one social studies AP credit. In May of 2020, students will take the national AP US History exam. Those who score a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP exam may earn college credit. However the greatest benefit of the course is the preparation it offers college-bound students. The class is intensive, rigorous, and challenging. While the course outline is similar to other US History classes, it differs in its depth of coverage, its reading expectations and levels, and its methods of assessment. 

Course work

· nightly reading assignments- Short quizzes will be conducted on most reading assignments to check for understanding.
· free writing (in class)- Students may be given writing prompts several times per unit for which they will have a limited time to reply. The purpose of these activities is to assist students in the use of themes and/or topics as broad parameters for structuring their understandings of US history. 

· fishbowl- Randomly selected students will conduct class discussions of  reading assignments through the use of student-generated, open-ended questions. 
· skills reinforcement- This may include map work, graph readings, and timeline creations.

· document analysis- Each unit will offer the students the opportunity for instruction in analysis and interpretation of a wide variety of primary sources. This will include, but may not be limited to, personal correspondence, government documents, political cartoons, paintings, photographs, maps, and graphs. 

· class participation- Students are expected to participate daily in class discussions. This includes, but may not be limited to, asking questions, providing relevant opinions and insights, and participating in fishbowls and seminars. Students are also expected to be courteous and respectful of others at all times. 
· multiple choice/essay tests- Review sheets for tests may be offered first semester but will not be given second semester. There may also be several cumulative questions on each multiple choice test.
· document- based questions( DBQ), short answer writings, and free response essays
Grades

Grades for the course will be weighted as follows:

Multiple-Choice Tests: 50%
Mid-Level Writing Assignments: 30%
Each essay, DBQ, and short-answer will be graded based on content, thesis-development, extensive use of specific examples, organization, and level of analysis. In addition, the writings will analytically employ outside information and primary source documentation and evaluation. 

Homework and Daily Assessments: 20%

These grades will include reading quizzes, classwork assignments, small projects, and president sheets.

Make-Up Policy
This course is a fast-paced and in-depth analysis of US history. It is imperative that students miss class only when sick or when such absences are unavoidable. While every effort will be made to assist students who are out, the reality is that absences often hurt classroom performance.  

It is the students’ responsibility to ask for make-up work and to turn in missing assignments. Students should consult our electronic classroom and calendars for daily assignments.
· Tests and other major assignments must be made up within five school days of returning from an absence. It is recommended that students schedule make-up time with Ms. Holley immediately upon returning to school following absences. Work that is not made up will earn a zero.
· Students who are absent on the day an assignment is due should send the assignment electronically if at all possible. If not, it must be submitted by 7:55 AM on the first day the student returns to school.
· Students who miss class miss valuable instruction and discussion. Students who miss class must complete an outside assignment to replace the missed discussion. 
Honor Code
Students are expected to do their own work at all times.  Plagiarism is the act of borrowing the words, ideas, examples, or opinions of others and passing it off as one’s own.  Any work that has been plagiarized will be given a grade of zero without the opportunity for redoing the assignment and no extra credit will be given. Furthermore, the student will be referred to Administration for documentation of the event.  ALL assignments for this class, no matter how major or mundane, must adhere to the guidelines of the Scholars Academy Honor Code.  This includes but is not limited to reading quizzes. Students who use notes composed by other students or taken from on-line sources are in violation of the Honor Code. Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the Honor Code and adhering to its rules.

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
Period One: 1491-1607

1.5 Week

Period Two: 1607-1754

2.5 Weeks

Period Three: 1754-1800

2.5 Weeks

Period Four: 1800-1848

4.5 Weeks

Period Five: 1844-1877

3.5 Weeks

Period Six: 1865-1898

3 Weeks

Period Seven: 1890-1945

4.5 Weeks

Period Eight: 1945-1980

4 Weeks

            Period Nine: 1980-present
2 Weeks
RECOMMENDATIONS
· Log on to our weebly classroom daily. Calendars, explanations of assignments, handouts, and discussions are regularly posted. http://georgiaholley.weebly.com/ 
· It is strongly recommended that you complete some of your reading assignments each night. It is difficult to read an entire chapter in one sitting; attempting this may result in reduced reading comprehension.
· Seek and accept assistance. I will be available every Friday afternoon for tutoring. I can also schedule individual tutoring sessions on other afternoons, in the mornings, and during lunch times.
 We will spend the three weeks prior to the AP exam reviewing and writing. Some of this work will be graded. We will also take an End-of-Course test in late May. This grade will comprise 20% of the student’s average in APUSH.
Communication
Our syllabus, calendars, daily agendas, classroom handouts, and test review materials can be found on my weebly site.

Cell phone: 843-283-6621

Email: gholley@horrycountyschools.net

 US history is one of the great loves of my life. I look forward to this opportunity to share that  

  passion with you. Please do not hesitate to contact me any concerns.









Sincerely,









Georgia Holley
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