John Randolph, Congressman from Virginia:
“An insinuation had fallen from the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. Grundy) that the late massa-
cre of our brethren on the Wabash had been
instigated by the British government. Has the
President given any such information? Has the
gentleman received any such, even informally,
from any officer of this government? Is it so be-
lieved by the administration? ... This inisinuation
was of the grogsest kind—presumption the most
rash, the most unjustifiable...But is war the true
remedy? Who will profit by it? Speculators; a few
lucky merchants who draw prizes in the lottery;
commissaries and contractors. Who must suffer by
it? The people. It is their blood, their taxes, that

must flow to support it.”
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John C. Calhoun's report to the House of
Representatives from the Committee on Foreign

Relations:
“But the period has now arrived, when the United
States must support their character and station
among the nations of the earth, or submit to the
most shameful degradation. Forbearance has
ceased to be a virtue. War on the one side, and
peace on the other, is a situation as ruinous as it is
disgraceful. The mad ambition, the lust of power,
and commercial avarice of Great Britain, arrogat-
ing to herself the complete dominion of the ocean,
and exercising over it an unbounded and lawless
tyranny, have left to neutral nations an alternative
only between the base surrender of their rights,

and a manly vindication of them. Happily for the
United States, their destiny, under the aid of
Heaven, is in their own hands. The crisis is formi-
dable only by their love of peace.. Your
committee, believing that the free-born sons of
America are worthy to enjoy the liberty which
their fathers purchased at the price of so much
blood and treasure, and seeing in the measures
adopted by Great Britain, a course commenced
and persisted in, which must lead to a loss of na-
tional character and independence, feel no
hesitation in advising resistance by force; in which
the Americans of the present day will prove to the
enemy and to the world, that we have not only
inherited that liberty which our fathers gave us,
but also the will and power to maintain it. Relying
on the patriotism of the nation, and confidently
trusting that the Lord of Hosts will go with us to
battle in a righteous cause, and crown our efforts
with success, your committee recommends an
immediate appeal to arms.”



