Road to the Revolution
I. Setting the Stage for War (1763-1776)

a. British Government under George III was unstable – 5 prime ministers (1763-1770)

b. British national debt double during Fr/Ind War

c. Both groups (col. & Brits) felt they had won Fr/Ind

d. New sense of colonial identity

e. Cost of leaving soldiers in Us ( 6% of Brit budget

f. Many colonists had traded w/ French & Spanish during Fr/Ind War

i. Writs of Assistance gave Brit. Officials right to seize illegally imported good( customs officials could search anyone ( gave rise to “what is constitutional” ( is it common law or act of parliament?  
ii. James Otis argued that common law was decider ( lost; but opened debate
II. Acts

a.  Writs of Assist (1760) cut out smuggling James Otis argued they were unconstitutional ( “an act against the const. is illegal(even if passed by parliament( Otis said there are limits to parliament Power
b. Proclamation of 1763 forbade settle west of Appalachia made colonists mad(they felt they had won that land & now it was being denied them
c. Sugar Act (1764) 
i. angered colonists b/c
1. Purpose was to raise revenue, not regulate trade
2. Grossly complicated shipping laws (easy to be in viol)
3. People accused of breaking laws were tried in Admiralty Courts (No Jury) in Nova Scotia.  Much corruption b/c judges got to keep 5% of what they seized (big incentive to find guilty)
ii. Opposition to the act was found primarily in Mass, NY, and Boston.
d. Stamp Act (1765)

i. Angered colonists b/c it was an internal tax (everyone would pay, not just merchants)
ii. All colonists were angry (north/south, men/women, rich/poor)
iii. Protested by:
1. Refusal to by stamps
2. Patrick Henry’s VA Resolution denying parliaments right to tax followed by 8 colonial government
3. Coercion of Stamp collectors into resigning
4. Creation of Loyal nine (harassed stamp collectors, smashed Oliver’s house and Furniture) and Sons of Liberty (terrorist org. destroyed papers)
5. Stamp Act Congress (1965)
a. 9 Colonies
b.  said Parliament could not tax colonists nor could it deny jury tries
6. Boycott of goods
7. Boycott was Successful Brit people urged Parliament to make revoke law (Colonies b ought 40% of Brit. Goods)
8. Stamp Act Repealed (1766)
9. Boston Led protests trade was vital, they were in a depression
10. Long term results
a. Upped Colonial unity
b. Upped Colonial mistrust of British Rule
iv. Brits had been paying tax for 70 years 
v. Virtual Represent most Brits couldn’t vote
e. Declatory Act (1766)
i. Said Parliament could pass any law regarding colonies it wanted
f. Quarter Act (1765)

i. Mostly impacted NY
g. Townshed Duties (1667)

i. Glass, paper, paint, lead, tea

ii. External tax, but with revenue the purpose

iii. Moneys would pay for Royal Government.

iv. Reactions

1. John Dickenson’s “Letters From A Penn Farmer”( Convinced Colonist Townshed Act was as bad as Stamp

2. Circular letters (against Tax without rep, threat of tatally independent government

3. Non important
    vi.     Most people didn’t care(would have died but Brit Overreacted Hillborough(Sec/State for colonies told equal gov. to dissolve any legislature that didn’t denounce circular trade
h. Other Events
i. Board of Customs Commission (1767)

1. Created to enforce Navigation Acts( much corruption b/c officials could keep % of seizures 

a. Violence Broke

ii. Abuses showed Americans that many civil liberties were being  violated( no juries seizures ( possibly more imp. Than taxation

III. Boston Massacre (1670)
a. Tension increased Brit. Officials killed 11 year old

b. March 5, 1670 – riots resulted in gun fire ( 5 patriots (Including Crispus Attucks) were killed

c. Labeled  by Sam Adams as “Boston Massacre”

IV. Tea Act (1773)

a. Actually lowered price of taxed tea so that it was cheaper than smuggled  tea( colonists still refused to buy it( this infuriated Brits

V. Boston Tea Party (Dec. 16, 1773/

a. Bostonians threw 45 tons of tea into the Boston Harbo

VI. Intolorable Acts (AKA Coercive Acts, Repressive Acts, Boston Port Bills)

a. Boston Port Bill- Closed Boston Harbor

b. Mass. Government Act.  Revoked Mass’s charter and made government much less democratic upper hose, judges, and sheriffs would now be appt by King

c. Administ. Of Justice Act- said British Soldiers accused of murder would be tried in England 

d. Quatering Act of 1774 said military could requisition building of its use

VII. On To War

a. First Continental Congress (1774)

i. First Continental Congress (1774) ex. Everyone but GA

ii. Resolved:

1. Colonies not obliged to Follow coercive Act

2. Total embargo w/ Britain

3. Local officials would enforce embargo (many became vigilantes)

4. Pledged allegiance to king and recognized Parliaments right to regulate trade

b. Lexington/Concord (April 19, 1775)

i. British Troops sent to Lexington  and Concord to seize arms stashed by Colonies( fighting broke out( followed by other skirmishes.  

c. Olive Branch petition ( Sent by 2nd Congress Cont. Congress( very polite to King George( blamed Parliament demanded 1) cease fire in Boston 2) repeal of coercive Acts 3) Mediation of American right
d. August 23, 1775 King declare New England in a state of Rebellion

e. December 1775 Parliament declared all colonies in a state of rebellion

Ideology

Locke 

Oppositionists

Churches most important

Wilkes Newspaper man denounced Geroge III ( newspaper shut down 1768 Wilkes and liberty ( arrest after being elected to pal. ( Wildly popular in the colonies
