Revolutionary War
-First Continental Congress (9/5/1774                                                          

1) approved Suffolk Resolves
a) we do not owe obed. to Britain

b) we collect taxes

c) military def. to be used if Brit. Attack

The Suffolk Resolves were first written in mass.

2)pledged allegiance to King

2) boycott all British goods

-Galloway’s Plan

Proposed a “Grand Council” ( an amer. Legislature that would share w/ Parliament power to tax and govern colonies

· After first cont. Congress ( increased vigilantism against pro-British clergy and people who did not allow boycott

-April 19, 1775 ( Lexington and Concord

-May 10, 1775 ( Green Mountain Boys (Ethan Allen) ( took Fort Ticonderoga

-May 10, 1775 ( 2nd Continental congress
-June 17, 1775 ( Bunker Hill (a.k.a. Breeds Hill) ( Brit won the land, but they lost almost 4x as many men as Americans

The Revolution

-June 1775 2nd Continental Congress sent Olive Branch Petitions ( demanding:



1) cease fire



2) repeal of Coersive Acts



3) guarantees of amer. rights



4) stated loyalty to king
The Olive Branch Petition got to London at the same time as the news of Bunker Hill
-January 1776                        Common Sense
Thomas Paine ( had just immigrated to U.S. in 1774

· attacked King George specifically and monarchies in general

-     said that corruption was inate in a monarchy

-     said America had the opportunity to “begin the world over again”

*Sold 1 per every 4-5 adult males

Tell Story of Henry Knox and the 60 tons of artillery ( Drove Brits out of Boston by March 17, 1776
-While ↑ unity was apparent; this was civil war

-Loyalists (Tories-Tory)

“A thing with its head in England, its body in America, and its head in need of stretching.”


-about 20% of white population


- most denounced taxes, but weren’t willing to separate from England


-Who were loyalists?



1) strength of local patriot propaganda- N. England, VA, and SC coasts were strong patriot areas ( few loyalists there ( lots of tories in NY and NJ



2) if you lived in an area of recent Brit immigrants ( a lot of soldiers, people loyal to Anglican church
                        3) elderly, rich, educated

· Most slaves and free blacks supported Brits (duh!)- ( so did most native Americans (except Oneidas and Tuscaroras) and Fr-Catholic Canadians (particularly after Benedict Arnold invaded Canada in 1775, Dec. 31)
· The worst atrocities on both sides were committed by Americans against Americans
· 1/6 loyalist left America during or after war
· Impact of loyalists ↓ as war progressed
British                      

	Pros
	Cons

	More people (3:1)
	Less soldiers

	Largest navy in world ( biggest army
	3,000 miles from home ( hard to get supplies ( did not know terrain

	Most prof. army in the world
	Less passion than Patriots

	Bigger army
	Lack of support in England

	30,000 Hessians
	


Americans

	Pros
	Cons

	Guerrilla fighting
	Unskilled army

	France
	Tories

	G. Washington
	


                                ↓

· Powerfully guilt, athletic

· Defeats in Fr./Ind taught great lessons

-Battles

· Trenton/Princeton(NJ) Jan 3, 1777
· US victories
· Improved moral ( especially among New Jersians in danger of going to loyalist side
· Forced most loyalists to NY
· Saratoga Fall 1777
· US won
· Show French we could win a major battle B. Franklin, us minister to France, won over French
· Feb 1778 French formally recognized US govt.
June 1778 France declared war on Britain

1779 Spain            “               “    “            “
1780 Netherlands  “               “    “            “

Value of these alliances is unquestionable

· Spanish drove Brits out of Florida

· Sp and Fr navies showed Brit

· Brits had to take soldier to Ireland and W. Indies

· Brandywine (1777)

British defeat
· 1778  Baron Von Steuben came to America to train the Continental army ( brought discipline and order to Washington’s troops

· Monmouth (June 28, 1778)

US won thru military training

· Frontier  (Appalachians ( Miss. R.)
There were many small skirmishes between Brits, Indians, French and colonists ( no real decisive battles, but sent many colonists west- would open “west”

The South
-Brits needed Southern parts to protect W. Indies

· May 12, 1780   Charleston surrendered to Brits

-loyalist pop. had ↓, but once Brits took over SC, the Tories retaliated against pro-Rebels

-The “Civil War” was much stronger in the South ( many people chose sides in retaliation for atrocities (Pickens and Sumter)

-British in South were commanded by General Cornwallis

-Continentals in South were commanded by Genral Horatio Gates (abandoned troops in Camden)

· Camden  August 1780
· Brits kicked butt ( “worst rebel defeat of the war”

· Gates was replaced by Nathaniel Greene
· Although Greene won few battles, he gave protection to militias protection to hunt loyalists, and steal Brit. supplies.
August ( October 1781
Cornwallis trapped @ Yorktown, Va by French fleet and Cornwallis

Clinton’s troops (Brit.) wer trapped in NY by Washington

Oct. 19, 1778 ( Brits surrender
Treaty of Paris (1783)
-Franklin, J. Adams, J. Jay

· Brit. recogn. US indep

· Promised evac. Of all Brit troops

· US got all Brit land South of Canada and east of miss

· US got fishing rights off coast of Canada

· Spain got Florida back (boundaries were ambiguous)

-Did not settle:

· Return of freed slaves

· Compensation to loyalists

· State debts to Brit. banks
· Native Amer. Status

Costs of War
· 5% of all white males died

· Millions of dollars

· A new society to build

· The Dec. of Independence and dislocation caused by war ( a more egalitarian society

· Class distinctions eroded (militias, homespun)

· 5 states outlawed slavery (usually gradually) ( laws easier to manumit slaves

· Women took care of farms, business matters (no legal changes) ( more schools, could marry whom they wanted

· Birthrate ↓

· Free black gained legal rights in north

-some could vote

-court privilege

Few economic opportunity

· Opening of west promised more heartache for N. Amer.

The Revolutionary War did not obliterate social classes, end slavery or result in equality for women.


It did, however, blur these lines
