Reforms
I. Religion 1800-1850

· Reinforced democratic ideals

· America came to believe they were in charge of their salvation (threw away Calvinist idea of predestination)

A. Second Great Awakening
1. Frontier Revivals (1800-1810)

a. Camp Meetings – week long
b. Brought by uneducated preachers.

c. Sought to awaken religious passions “more souls were begot than saved”
d. Rise in Methodist denomin.

2. East – 1820’s and 1830’s

a. Burned over District → Western NY

b. Led by Charles Finney
c. Said sin was voluntary and that people could live a life without sin (perfectionism)

d. Popular among middle class

3. Critics of Revivals

Unitarians believed in “character building” Not quick conversions

B. Mormons
1. Founded by Joseph Smith

a. Book of Mormons (1827)

b. Placed amu. At center of Christian history

2. Followers and Smith moved to Nauvoo, Illinois where they were persecuted and smith was killed (1844-belief in polygamy)
3. 1840-1870 Mormons grew from 6,000 → 200,000

4. Led by Brigham Young to Utah → where they prospered mainly due to cooperation of members and devotion to church

C. Shakers (New Lebanon, NY)

1. Led by Mother Ann Lee

2. Against materialism

3. Believed…

a. World would soon end

b. In sexual abstinence for all

c.     That Jesus would return as a woman

4. Famous for furniture

II. Reform
· Rose out of cries for democracy and passion for the belief in perfectionism

· Mostly in NE areas of the mid-west settled by NE

· Often ignored humanity to pass laws

A. Temperance
1. Why

a. Per Capita liquor consumption 3x today’s rate (average adult male 1820 → ½ pint of liquor a day

b. Believed women/children bore brunt of male drunkenness

2. Organization

a. 1826 American Temperance Society was founded by Lyman Beecher and flourished

b. Attacked all drinking

c.     Supplied by factory owners

d. By 1850 movement shifted from moral suasion to legal prohibition → Maine outlawed in 1851

B. Public Education 

1. Horace Mann → first sec. of Educ. In Mass. (1837)

a. Public funds

b. Graded classes (1st grade, 2nd grade, etc.)

c.     ↑ school term from 3 month → 10 months
d. Standard textbooks

e. Compulsory attendance (1852-Mass. → 1st law)

2. Impact

a. More female teachers

b. Taught democratic ideals → assimilation

C. Abolition

1. American Colonized Society (1817)

a. Gradual emancipation

b. Compensation to slave owners

c.     Shipment of freed slaves to Africa

1400 blacks (mostly already free) migrated to Liberia (1820-1830)

2. Quakers

a. First true anti-slavery whites

3. William Lloyd Garrison

a. Created The Liberator (1831)

b. Called for immediate emancipation

4. “Lane” Rebels
a. Founded Oberlin College led by Theodore Weld

5. Conflicts Among Abolitionists slowed growth

a. Black v. White abolition. Blacks wanted social equality, Whites wanted freedom, but not necessarily social equality for Blacks.

b. White v. White (Caused split in American Anti-Slavery Society)

1. Should we become political?

2. Should women have a role?

6. Techniques

a. Pamphlets/newspaper

b. Anti-slavery alphabet

c.     Tracts

d. Candy in abolitionist paper

e. Letters to Congress → so many led to “gag rule” in 1836 which tabled discussion of slavery → attack on 1st amendment. ↑ support for slavery → overturned 1845

D. Women’s Rights → arose out of abolitionist movement and 2nd Great Awakening
1. Conditions 1830-1860
a. Could not vote
b. No right to property
c.     No right to earnings
2. Seneca Falls 1848
a. Created Declaration of Sentiments
b. Headed by Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton
3. Women did not gain suffrage until 1920, however, movement was successful in changing many laws concerning women and families
a. Damaged by…
1. Small gains for women satisfied many
2. Close associate. w/abolition which was unpopular
3. Rise in ideal of “separate spheres”
E. Prisons and Asylum Reforms
- Emerged w/ rising belief in perfectionism → criminals and poor could be “fixed”
1. Prisons began to reform, not just hold prisoners

2. Through efforts of Dorothea Dix, States began to build insane asylums

F. Utopian Societies
-These were extreme manifestations in the quest for perfection

-Varied widely in philosophies

-Usually communal in set-up

1. New Harmony, Indiana

a. Settled 1825 by Robert Owen
b. Believed small planned, industrialized comm. were answer

c. Failed due to laziness and mismanagement

2. Brook Farm. Mass.

a. Settled by transcendentalists

b. Communal farm living combined w/ philosophical discuss 

c. Members included Emerson, Hawthorne

3. Oneida, NY

a. Founded by John Humphrey Noyes

b. Most economically successful utopian community and longest-lived

c. Believed in “complex marriages” → all men married to all women and vice versa

d. No private property

e. Made more on silverware

f. Did not believe in Separate Spheres

g. Tried to create “perfect race” through selective breeding → young girls rebelled
Note on B and C


Both Mormons and shakers challenged accepted doctrines concerning family and the Bible and both chose to remove themselves from society





Note on B


Impacted only in New England and Midwest → South controlled by aristocrats who could educate their own.





Note on 1.


Compare to 1860





Note on F


Most Utopian societies failed to obtain the loyalty of members due to lack of doctrine








