Reconstruction

Big Ideas

· What two questions were to be answered and how were they answered.

· Explain Black enfranchisement.

· How did a minority leg of the Republican Party pass its agenda?

· Compare and contrast components and intents of Lincoln, Wade Davis, and Johnson in the Congressional Reconstruction Phase.

· To what extent did Black Codes forecast Southern intentions for Blacks?

· What were four Congress Power blocs? (Radicals, Cons., Moderates, Democrats.)

· Why due process and equal protection? To what extent was it followed in Reconstructions? To what extent has it evolved?

· To what extent was election of 1866 off- yes a referendum on 14th amendment. (House 2-1 Republican; Senate 4-1 Republicans)

· Evaluate the radicalism and fairness of Steven’s “40 acres and a mule”

· Why was Johnson impeached and why was he not convicted? –What precedent did it get? (Congress feared Ben Wade, Radical Republicans, and president pro tem.)

(Reasons)

1. 2 ways reconstruction shut down in South

2. Why Blacks “took to road.”

3. Who were exodusters  (Blacks who moved to Kansas)

4. Freedmans Bureau

5. Tennessee (where Johnson was from)

6. Constitution as a pillow

7. Lincoln’s most 1 e (I think it was 1 e or either le?)

8. 1 black code

9. Alex Stephen 

10. 2 comp of 14th
11. Johnson for or against

12. 1 Radical Republican

13. Ex Parte Milligan

14. Women  
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· 2 issues
1. How to readmit Southern states

2. What status would blacks have.

Lincoln’s Plan 
· 10% Plan- 10 % of voters take oath (that 10% would then create a new state government)

· High-ranking southerners excluded from oath without Presidential Pardon and people who had abandoned government.

· Lincoln’s Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction was in December of 1863

· Republicans of all kinds did not like this. They wanted to exclude as many Democrats as possible.

Blacks excluded— (there was nothing following it is this ok?)

Wade-Davis (July 1864) much tougher, called for martial law—Lincoln pocket vetoed. ½ of voters had to take oath of Allegiance and to vote they had to take the “ironclad” oath saying they never willingly supported the Confederate States of America. This bill had no black suffrage.

Johnson – Tennessee 

· Ant elite

· Only Southerner to stay in Congress during war.

· Former Jacksonian Democrat. He was put on Union ticket to balance it.

· Like Tyler, he did not belong to the party that elected him. He was a lifelong Democrat.

Johnson’s Plan—It did not get approval from Congress but took effect the summer of 1865.

1. Almost all Southerners who took oath would be pardoned and all of their property (except slaves) was returned.

2. Oath takers made a new state constitution.

3. States had to repudiate state debt, proclaim secession illegal and ratify 13th Amendment

4. Men with property over 20,000 not allowed in Sort. Johnson however gave out 13,000 presidential pardons to aristocrats and the status quo antebellum set up like the government’s just like before the war. -( They really weren’t any different the same people as before in office with no real punishment( instituted “Black Codes”
Black Codes- just as economic as social “to secure the services of the Negroes, teach them their place”

1. Racial segregation

2. Blacks cold not testify against whites

3. S.C. blacks who wanted in non-agric. Job( get a li ??

4. Mississippi Blacks could not buy, sell, or rent land.

5. Blacks without jobs were arrested as vagrants and “hired out” by county until “fine” was paid.

6. Blacks were not allowed guns.

7. These varied form state to state and while not enforced for long they showed the intentions of white Southerners.

Black Codes plus reseating of ex confederates (including Alex Stephens) infuriated Radicals and ex-abolitionists in Congress. They refused to seat former Confederates in the end. 

December 13 Page 3

Congressional Plan 

4 Groups in Congress

1. Radical Republicans (mainly supported women’s rights)
2. Moderate Republicans (wanted stricter re-entering policy, but no black suffrage)
3. Conservative Republicans
4. Democrats.
In 1865 Radicals did not have a lot of support in Congress. Johnson changed that by alienating all republicans.

Johnson pushed Moderate and some conservatives (Radicals by vetoing Freedman’s Bureau in February 1866.

Vetoed “Civil Rights Act of 1866” ( first major law overridden by veto. It gave Blacks Civil Rights.

Republicans didn’t understand these vetoes because they weren’t aimed at Johnson’s Reconstructions policy ( as more and more Democrats and Southerners moved to Johnson, more and more Moderates moved to Radicals.

Historians disagree over Johnson’s vetoes

1. He was an idiot.

2. He was trying to forge alliance between diverse camps. 

14th Amendment

1. Gave all blacks citizenship

2. Reduced Congress proportion to any state that denied black males suffrage.

3. Disqualified all prewar state and national office holders who had supported Confederacy.

4. Repudiate Confederate debts and validated Union debts. The USA debts would be paid; CSA debts would not.

5. It limited state control of civil and political rights.

Became the issue of 1866 (off-year) election.

· Johnson went on a speaking tour against 14th amendment and infuriated masses.

40th Congress 2-1 House 4-1 Senate. Republicans won by a landslide “waving the bloody shirt” ( mandate to form a new Reconstruction plan. Republicans called Democrat Party a “common sewer into which is emptied every element of treason, North and South.”

Reconstruction Acts—4 in all ( all passed over veto.

1st Reconstruction Act March 2, 1867

1. Invalidated state government formed during Lincoln/Johnson Administration (except Tennessee)\

2. Created five military districts.

3. Blacks and whites not excluded by 14th Amendment could write a new state Constitution giving Blacks suffrage.

4. Each state had to ratify the 14th Amendment.

5. Harsher that Johnson’s plan, but could have been a lot tougher.

6. Thaddens Stevens argued for confiscation of Southern plantation and giving 40 acres and a mule.

2nd Reconstruction Act of March 23, 1867

· Military commanders ( voter enrollment

3rd Reconstruction Act of July 1867
· Expanded powers of military command.

4th Reconstruction Act of March 1868

· Said majority of those who voted, not of eligible voters would determine state constitution. 

Impeachment

Tenure of Office Act- Said Presidential appointees could be fired only on the approval of Congress. The 2nd Act barred the President from issuing military orders except through General.

Johnson fired Secretary of War, Edwin Stanton. The House Judiciary Committee hired a detective to dig up dirt on Johnson. 12 Republicans broke with party ( Johnson was not convicted by the Senate ( precedent set that would not allow Congress to convict the president just because they had 2/3 and could.

15th Amendment (1870)- passed after narrow Republican victory in 1868.

1. Would protect southern black suffrage against repeal.

2. Would grant suffrage to all Northern and Border States.

3. Would help the Republican Party.

4. It had “enough loop holes through which a coach and four horses could be driven.” (Did not limit other restrictions.)

Debate over including women (many women would not support it b/c it did not include them)


Civil Rights Act (1875)- guaranteed equal accommodations in public places for Blacks ( never fully enforced.

Reconstruction in The South- 

· Lasted from 1 year in Tennessee to 9 years in Florida.

· Southern government ruled by Scalawags and carpetbaggers.

· Elected 2 Black Senators (Hiram Revels and Blanche Bruce) and over a dozen Congressmen.

Republican Record Under State Government (1867-1877)
Accomplishments

· Universal male suffrage.

· Property rights for women

· Internal improvements

· State hospitals and asylums

· State education

· More offices elected rather than appointed.

African-American Society

· Tremendous adjustment

· Established thousands of Black churches

· Established a number of Black colleges (Howard Morehouse)

· Many (but not most) left the South.

· Black leaders were ministers and educators

· Traditional male/female roles

· Education was very important

· Mostbecame sharecroppers (perpetually indebted 

Failures

· Legacy of graft

· Did not permanently ensure franchise for Blacks 

South (1865-1877)

· 1867-1877) Military Reconstruction run by Congress.
· Republicans in South (transplanted carpetbaggers, Northerners, scalawags and freed slaves) ran the government.
· Scalawags-tend to be from mountainous regions( usually republican only for profit( cared little for blacks rights They held more political offices during Reconstruction, but shifted to Democratic party when Reconstruction ended.
· Freedmen-only held high political positions in Louisiana, Mississippi, and S.C. S.C. was the only state who had a majority of blacks in the legislature.
· Hiram Revels and Blanche Bruce—only black U.S. senators during this era (and for a long time to come)

These leaders had often been free before the war and over 50% were biracial.

New State Constitution

1. Abolished property requirement for officeholders.

2. Abolished public schools.

3. Many more elected (rather than appointed) offices

4. Fairer representative districts.

· New state governments engaged in internal improvements, but not to the extent of the north.

· Taxes skyrocketed.

· Corruption was rampant( just like north, but there was less to steal.

Reaction of White Southerners

· Banded behind Democratic party and challenged Republican government continuously.
· Created secret societies that terrorized blacks, northerners and scalawags. (KKK was one such organization)
