A.  “Cities and towns have sprung up upon the shores of Pacific…Nor have we yet fulfilled the destiny allotted to us.  New territory is spread out for us to subdue and fertilize; new races are presented to for us to civilize, educate and absorb; new triumphs in the cause of freedom.  North America presents to the eye one great geographical system…it is soon to become the commercial center of the world.”
Senator Daniel S. Dickinson of New York (January 1848)

B. “God has not been preparing the English-speaking and Teutonic peoples for a thousand years for nothing but vain and idle self-admiration.  No!  He has made us the master organizers of the world to establish systems where chaos reigns…He has made us adept in government that we may administer government among savages and senile peoples.” 

C. “American factories are making more than American people can use; American soil is producing more than they can consume.  Fate has written our policy for us; the trade of the world must and should be ours…We will establish trading posts throughout the world as distributing points for American products.  We will cover the ocean with our merchant marine.  Great colonies governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with us, will grow about our posts of trade.  Our institutions will follow our flag on the wings of commerce.

                  Albert J. Beveridge, candidate for the U.S. Senate (1898)

D. There is one thing that neither time nor education can change.  You may change the leopard’s spots, but you will never change the different qualities of the races which God has created in order that they may fulfill separate and distinct missions in the cultivation and civilizations of the world”

                 John W. Daniel, U.S Senator (1887-1910)

E. If it is commercialism to want the possessions of a strategic point (the Philippines) giving the American people an opportunity to maintain a foothold in the markets of the great Eastern country (China), for God’s sake let us have commercialism

      Mark Hanna, U.S. Senator  (1897-1904)

F.   “The tendency of modern times is toward consolidation.  It is apparent in capital and labor alike, and it is also true of nations.  Small states are of the past and have no future.  The modern movement is all toward the concentration of people and territory into great nations and large dominions.  The great nations are rapidly absorbing for their future expansion and their present defense all the waste places of the earth.  It is a movement which makes for civilization and the advancement of the race.  As one of the great nations of the world, the United States must not fall out of the line of the march.”

                  Henry Cabot Lodge U.S. Senator (1893-1924)
G.  “…the work which the English race began when it colonized North America is destined to go on until every land on the earth’s surface that is not already the seat of an old civilization shall become English in its language, in its religion, in its political habits and traditions, and to a predominant extent in the blood of its people.  The day is at hand where four-fifths of human race will trace its pedigree to English forefathers, as four-fifths of the white people of the United States trace their pedigree today….”

                        Historian John Fiske (1885)

H.  “Whether we will it or no, Americans must now look outward.  The growing production of the country demands it.  The position of the United States, between two Old Worlds and the two great oceans, makes the same claim which will soon be strengthened by the new link joining the Atlantic and Pacific.  The tendency will be maintained and increased by the growth of European colonies in the Pacific, by the advancing civilization of Japan, and by the rapid peopling of our Pacific states.  Three things are needful: First, protection of the chief harbors, by fortifications and coast-defense ships…Secondly, naval force, the arm of offensive power, which alone enables a country to extend its influence outward.  Thirdly, no foreign state should henceforth acquire a coaling station within three thousand miles of San Francisco” 

                        Navy Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan (1890)

I.  “The United States took control of the Philippines to educate the Filipinos and uplift them and Christianize them”

                         William McKinley U.S. President (1897-1901)

J.  “I am simply carrying out the views of Mr. Darwin in their applications to the human race.”

                        Herbert Spencer (1891)

K.   I contend that we (Britons) are the first race in the world, and the more of the world we inhabit, the better it is for the human race…It is our duty to seize the every opporutunity of acquiring more territory and we should keep this one idea steadily before our eyes that more territory simply means more of the Anglo-Saxon race, more of the best, the most human, most honourable race the world possesses”

                        Cecil Rhodes (1877)

L.   “There is much truth in the belief that the wonderful progress of the United States, as well as the character of the people, are the results of natural selection; for the more energetic, restless and courageous men from all parts of Europe have emigrated during the last ten or twelve geneations to that great country…America is to have the great preponderance of numbers and wealth, and by logic will follow the scepter of controlling influence…Then the world will enter upon a new stage of its history- the fianl completion of races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being schooled.  The mighty centrifugal tendency, inherent in this stock and strengthened in the United States, will assert itself.  Then this race of unequalled energy, with all the majesty of numbers and the weatlh behind it- the representative, let us hope, of the purest Christianity, the highest civilization- having developed peculiarly aggressive traits calculated to impress its institutions upon mankind, will spread itself over the earth”

                        Josiah Strong (1891) 

M.
Take up the White Man’s burden— 

Send forth the best ye breed— 

Go send your sons to exile 

To serve your captives' need 

To wait in heavy harness 

On fluttered folk and wild— 

Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 

Half devil and half child 

Take up the White Man’s burden 

In patience to abide 

To veil the threat of terror 

And check the show of pride; 

By open speech and simple 

An hundred times made plain 

To seek another’s profit 

And work another’s gain 

Take up the White Man’s burden— 

And reap his old reward: 

The blame of those ye better 

The hate of those ye guard— 

The cry of hosts ye humour 

(Ah slowly) to the light: 

"Why brought ye us from bondage, 

“Our loved Egyptian night?” 

Take up the White Man’s burden- 

Have done with childish days- 

The lightly proffered laurel, 

The easy, ungrudged praise. 

Comes now, to search your manhood 

Through all the thankless years, 

Cold-edged with dear-bought wisdom, 

The judgment of your peers!

Source: Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden: The United States & The Philippine Islands, 1899.” Rudyard Kipling’s Verse: Definitive Edition (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1929).

