WWII
Election of 1940

FDR/Henry Wallace vs. Wendell Willkie
1. FDR appointed 2 prominent Republicans to high positions.


Henry Stimson: Secretary of War


Frank Knox: Secretary of the Navy

2. Peacetime draft

3. Increase in defense spending.

Mobilization

War Powers Act (December 1941)
· Unprecedented executive authority

· 100’s of war time agencies regulated (something I can’t read) life

· Increased the draft (armed forces went from 1.6 million to 15 million) – WACs and WAVE

· Joint chiefs of staff

· Created the OSS (predecessor of the CIA)

Pentagon opened.

	Production
	


	1942
	By the End of the War

	60,000 planes
	300,000 aircraft

	45,000 tanks
	86,000 tanks

	20,000 anti-aircraft guns
	6 million tons of bombs

	8 million tons of shipping
	5000 cargo ships

	
	86,000 warships


War Production Board

· Allocated materials

· Limited productivity of civilian goods

National War Labor Board

· Mediated labor disputes to avoid strikes

Office of War Mobilization

· Led by James Byrnes (former Supreme Court Justice)

· Exercised control of almost every aspect of the economy

Spending

· 9% of Gross National Product -> 46% of GNP

· Federal budget $9 billion -> $98 billion
· Government spent $250 million a day to beat the Axis powers

· Total war spending was $320 billion (10X that of World War I and 2X the amount of money the government had spent since 1788)

Economy

· Per capita income doubled
· Wealth much more evenly distributed

· Farmers saw prosperity for the first time since the Great War

· Labor membership rose
· Workers often got fringe benefits instead of wage increases

· Smith-Connelly War Labor Act

· Said workers in war industries could not strike

· Congress froze prices to stop inflation

· Rationed gas, sugar, cheese, meat, silk

· Income tax (middle class for the first time; payroll deductions)

Science -> Office of Scientific Research and Development

· Radar

· Sonar

· Rocket science

· Jet aircraft

· Penicillin 

· Synthetic rubber

· Atomic bomb

Propaganda

Office of Censorship

· Examined all letters going overseas

· Suppressed information from media

Office of War Information

· Used fear tactics

· Movies and songs encouraging people to be patriotic

· Accused Axis powers of atrocities and “beastiality”

The Home Front

Society

· Increase in mobility led to the breakdown of sectionalism and an increase in national identity

GI Bill/Rights (Servicemen’s’ Readjustment Act) “It was democratic and indiscriminate”
Overcrowding/separations

· Increase in divorce, mental illness, and juvenile delinquency

Education

· Many left high school

· Teachers left jobs

· Increase in women in college

Entertainment

· Money spent on books and theatre increased
· Movies were bigger than the Depression

· Paperbacks increased with government subsidies

Women

· Government urged women to go work in factories

· 75% of new women workers were married and 60% were over 35

· Rosie the Riveter

· Women earned 65% what men did

· Divorce rate 16 out of 100 -> 27 out of 100
· Women gained new sense of potential

African Americans

· Used war to demand equality

· Northern and western migration continued

· NAACP membership increased 10X
· CORE (1942)

· A. Philip Randolph threatened a march on Washington if FDR did not address racism (in Detroit 34 people had died)

· Executive Order 8802 prohibited discrimination based on race in companies with federal contracts

· Hitler’s racism made many see the hypocrisy of American racism

· Income increased from $454 a year to $1976 a year

· Union membership increased
In the military

· 1 million served

· Mostly service units
· Racial conflicts, particularly at southern bases (BB King – “I used to sing gospel songs until I joined the army, now I sing the blues.”)

· Red Cross separated blood supply

Other Minorities

Jews

· Anti-Semitism continued in housing, jobs, etc

· Government refused to bomb crematorium and railroad to Auswittz (major Nazi death camp) as they were saving bombs for “more raids”

· Brits wanted to placate Palestinians and leave the Jews alone

Native Americans

· Many left reservations

· Navajo code talkers

Mexicans

· Government brought in braceros (temporary workers), most stayed

· “Zoof Suit Riots” in LA where sailors rampaged against Mexican gangs
· The military police did nothing and LA officials praised 
· 350,000 served in the service

Japanese

· 112,000 Japanese interned in desert camps (2/3 were NATIVE)
· Supported by businessmen and farmers who wanted to take over Japanese owned businesses and farms

· Blatant racism “A Jap is a Jap, Makes no difference if he’s an American or not.”

· Upheld in Korematsu (1944)

· 1988 the government gave the 62,000 detainees $20,000
