WAR OF 1812

I. ROAD TO WAR 

 A. Peaceable Coercion – failed

 a. Embargo (1807) → Non-Intercourse (1809) → Macon's Bill #2 (1810)

 B. War Hawks

 I. Why War

 a. pride 

 b. Brit policies wrecking south's recession

 II. War Hawks – most from South and West → wanted war b/c of honor, economic recession, and desire for Canada & Florida

 a.  JC Calhoun, Henry Clay, Richard Johnson (KY) and William King (NC)

 C. Indian threats made the expulsion of Brits and Spanish attractive to westerners (we thought Brits were encouraging)

· Tecumseh & The Prophet had been organizing Shawnees in the Indiana Territory urging them to spurn white culture (alcohol)

·   W.H. Harrison tried to force them into a land deal → when they refused Harrison sent troops

· 1811- Battle of Tippecanoe routed Shawnees and ruined their town

· Tecumseh wasn't there → his anger @ America drove him to the British (who had not been his ally).

 II. DECLARATION of WAR

Madison asked Congress June 1, 1812

 i. ironically Brit had repealed Orders in Council (June 23) 

 ii. Congress too hotheaded to stop war

        A. Attack on Canada failed b/c we had:

· old generals

· Indian supp of British 

· lack of support (war fever mostly in Congress)

· War stared on foot, not at sea → Republicans had shrunk navy to 6 frigates, 3 sloops, and some small gunboats (harbor safety → got blown all over @ sea → Hurricane sent boat inland 8 miles → Federalists said “Finest Ship upon Earth”).

· We thought taking Canada would be a breeze. 

· We outnumbered them in pop. (25:1), militia (9:1), army (7:5) and many Canadians had moved there from USA and best Brit troops fighting France

· Turned back at Detroit by Tecumseh/Brits

· Turned back at Queenston (across border from NY) by Mohawks (Wilfred Scott surrendered).

· 1812-1814 (offensive)

· 1812-13 (winter): Capt. Oliver Perry commanded fleet on Lake Erie “We have met the enemy & they are ours” → forced Brits to leave Detroit

· 1814&15 (defensive)

· Battle of the Thames: WH Harrison push Brits back → Tecumseh killed (1813)

       B. Naval Battles

· Erie

· large frigates Constitution, President, US → had several victories, (psychologically imp.) but were latter bottled up by Brit blockade 

· psychol. Not strategically imp. 

       C. British Offensive

· 1814 – Napolean abdicated → Brits began sending troops to N. America. 

· Stopped by US at Chippewa (NY)

· “  ” Plattsburgh (Vt/NY)

· Bladensburg Races (Md) → British forced US troops to run by firing only a few shots

· Attacked Washington, burned White House → Dolley M. saved Wash. Port. → could not take Balt. 

· Most spectacular win of war – NO (British including ____???) 2000 casualties, we lost 13 men

· Treaty of Ghent

· basically an armistice

· no land changed hands

· Brits too worried about Europe to keep fighting

       D. Hartford Convention – New England states still furious over war met and talked secession.

· Sent demands to Wash. But news of Ghent and NO made them look stupid

· End of Federalists (many of whom aided Brits).


            Ramifications

· Abolish 3/5 Comp. 

· 2/3 vote to declare war

· 2/3 vote to enter new states

· single term presidency

· outlaw embargo that has last longer than 60 days

Outcomes

· US gained respect worldwide 

· sectionalism temp. out of fashion

· death of federalists

· war heroes: A. Jackson, WH Harrison

· industry stimulated 

· heightened nationalism

