JACKSONIAN POLITICS
I. Pre Jackson

A. Election of 1824

1. Candidates – there was only 1 party – Republicans – and it split – many states just chose their own candidates – 17 in all

a. William Crawford – Georgia – had a stroke

b. Henry Clay – Ky – not in top three

c. JQ Adams – Mass. – most qualified

d. Andrew Jackson – Tenn – popular war hero

2. Outcomes – Jackson got most pop and electoral votes – but failed to gain a majority – thrown to House – Clay threw his weight behind JQ Adams and office went to him by 1 vote (Clay given Sec. of State)

3. Ramifications – allegations of a “corrupt bargain” would haunt Adams and Clay

B. JQ Adam’s Presidency 1825-1829
1. Very well qualified both in intellect and experience

2. Problems
a. corrupt bargian hurt credibility

b. slavery issue – Admas was an abolitionist thus proponents of slavery feared his pres. – several issues made slavery a hot topic – Adam’s stance hurt him in the South and West 

· MO Compromise

· Denmark Vesey (1822)

· Recognition of Haiti

c. support for Indians

d. support of the American System including plans for a National Observatory
C. Election of 1828

1. Candidates – Republicans are now split into Jackson’s men (Democratic Republicans – soon to be Democrats) and Adams’ men or Friends of Clay (National Republicans – soon to be Whigs)
2. Campaigning – one of the nastiest in American history – Adams’ supporter accused Jackson of murder (he had killed several men in duels + in the Florida situation), of an adultery, and of being a drunken gambler – Jackson’s men accused Adams of wearing silk drawers and of having procured a prostitute for a visiting Russian dimplomat, calling Adams a pimp
3. Jackson won a decisive victory in the electoral college, but the popular vote was much closer – JC Calhoun vice president
D. Changes in the Democratic process – evolution from the idea that the “best should govern the masses” to the belif in universal white male sufferage
1. Why? 

a. romanticism of Revolutionary War

b. Missouri Compromise

c. Panic of 1819

d. corrupt bargain

e. Increase in education

f. Increase in newspapers

g. Increase in land ownership

h. new political parties

2. Results

a. no more viva voce (voting out loud)

b. increase involvement in gov't/politics

c. people elected on issues not sound judgement

d. increase political circus

e. lowering of office holding requirements
f. more state offices elected and less apppointed

g. electors chosen by peopl not state legislature  - by 1832, SC was only state that did NOT have pop election of electors

II. Jackson’s Presidency
· western president (first) but hated banks

· fiery temper

· distrustful and resentful of elites

· bitter over wife’s death

· only semi literate

A. Spoils System (aka patronage and rotation in office) - Jackson heavily supported this program – said it was demoratic to give many men  the chance to sparticipate in gov't – really just a ploy to place one’s own political party in offices -- “throw their rascals out and put ours in” – in reality Jackson did not make a clean sweep of offices when he entered White House – just seemed so b/c it was the first change of parties in 28 years
B. Internal Improvements
1. South did not need them as cotton was not parishable

2. Jackson said all states had to benefit from internal improvements

3. Maysville Road (Ky) – Jackson vetoed – historians not sure whether it was on principle or to get back at Clay

C. Tariff
1. Why South hated them:

a. raised price of imports – farmers bought everything

b. lowered profits in Britain  - thus Brits could not buy as much cotton

c. south paid heavy burden in tariffs yet did not benefit as muich in internal improvements (think Grand Strand today)

d. a congress that would pass a tariff to the detriment of one section might be willing to restrict slavery one day

2. Tariff of Abominations – 1828 – extremely high tariff – actually passed under Adams, but Jackson would bear the brunt of SC’s anger 

3. Calhoun and Tariffs
a. Why Calhoun became anti-tariff (in 1816, Calhoun voted in favor of the first truly protective tariff)

· South did not industrialize at rate of North (not evident in 1816, but was by 1828)

· South didn’t need internal improvements that were paid for w/ tariffs

· Tariff boostt to national defense no longer necessary

· Wanted to be president and needed to have SC’s support

b. South Carolina Exposition and Protest – 1828
Essay, secretly written by Calhoun, in which he states that the Constitution is a compact of the states and Congress can pass laws only if they benefit all states – echoing VA and KY Resolutions – said SC should nullify Tariff of 1828

4. Jackson’s Plan

a. reduce the tariff slightly

b. distribute tariff proceeds to all states – Calhoun didn’t like b/c he said SC didn’t need the money

D. Calhoun/Jackson Split

1. Peggy Eaton Affiar – 1829

2. 1819 Calhoun tried to get Jackson reprimanded for Fla exploits – just came to light

3. acknowledgment of Calhoun’s penning of SC Expo and Protest

4. Jefferson Day toasts – April 1830
Jackson – “Out union, It must be preserved.”
Calhoun – “The union, next to liberty, the most dear. May we always remember that it can only be preserved by distributin gequally the beneifts and burdens of the union.”

E. Hayne-Webster Debate
1829-1830

9 days long 

1. over the sale of western – south had allied with west

2. Hayne from SC spoke against tariff and in favor of nullification

3. Webster – argued for union “Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable.”

4. Ramifications - increased sectionalization, Webster’s pleas really unified North – says he had a large hand in saving the union
F. Nullification 

1. SC had a convention in 1832 that nullified both the tariffs of 1828 and 1832 – furthermore, it stated that SC would NOT collect customs duties in Charleston

2. Jackson infuriated 0 began sending weapons to pro-union men in SC – said SC would “rather rule in Hell than be subordinate in Heaven”

3. Compromise – Olive Branch and the Sword”

a. tariffs would be significantly lowered

b. Force Bill – said president could send troops into states to enforce federal laws

c. Written by Clay

G. The Bank (Part One)

In no other era in American history has banking been so central to political issues.

1. Description – very elite, little gov't control, probably corrupt (lent money to senators, etc), led by Nicholas Biddle, was a sound, stable way to manage nation’s money

2. Why powerful?

a. loaned a lot of money to states

b. no federal Control

c. in Philadelphia, not Washington

d. drained gold from the people of the nation
3. issue – Clay decided to make this an issue in 1829 – he wanted to run in 1832

4. Jackson vetoed – first time in history president vetoed just b/c he didn’t like a Bill – not for Constitutional reasons

H. Election of 1832

1. first w/ nominating conventions

2. first with a serious third party candidate – Anti Masons

3. Clay – Nat’l Republicans vs Jackson – Dem Rep

4. Locofocos – workingman’s party in NY – for hard money policy, free education, abolition of debtors’ prison – voted democratic

I. The Bank (Part Two)

1. Jackson refused to let the BUS die a natural death – “The Bank is trying to kill me, but I will kill it.”

2. Biddle began calling in loans from state banks – hurt the farmers and other debtors who needed loans
3. Began removing federal deposits from the BUS and putting them in the state banks (aka wildcat or pet banks) – they loaned money out like crazy

4. For a few years the economy boomed

5. July 1836 – Jackson issued a proclamation that said that all federal land had to be purchased with a specie (specie circular) – led banks to demand specie for repayment of loans

6. Caused a split in the Democratic party between soft and hard money advocates

J. Indian Removal

1. As soon as Jackson entered offfice in 1829, he began an aggressive policy of coercive removal of Native Americans from East to West of the Mississippi River

2. Attempts had been made to “civilize” the tribes - but either Indians resisted, or if they did “civilize,” whites still didn’t accept them and wanted to steal their land

3. 1830 Indian Removal Act – gave him the authority and funds to remove Indians

4. Worchester v. Georgia  1832 – Supreme Court ruling said Cherokees in Georgia were a “domestic dependent nation” entitled to federal protection from the molestation of GA Court (its decision had no impact) Andrew jackson ignored it, saying “John Marshall has made his decision; now let him enforce it.”

5. Trail of Tears 1835-1838 – Cherokees straggled to Oklahoma – 2000-4000 of the 16000 who started out died on the journey 

6. Blackhawk War – 1832 – fought in Illinois and Wisconsin – Sauks and Fox braves resisted expulsion – bloodily put down – Jeff Davis and Abe Lincoln fought there
7. Florida – Seminole Indians waged a 7 year guerrilla struggle to avoided oppression – led by Osceola – finally surrendered – some fled to Everglades, but most moved to Oklahoma

K. Texas

1. 1823 – Stephen Austin granted land for 300 families by newly independent Mexican gov't – by 1835, there were 30,000 Texas-Americans

2. Mexican rules included:

a. no slavery

b. settlers must convert to Catholocism

c. had to conduct business in Spanish 

Texans ignored all these rules

3. famous Texans were Jim Bowie, Davie Crockett, Sam Houston

4. 1835 – Mexican dictator Santa Anna preparedtroops to put Texans in line

5. 1836 – Texans declared themselves independent – Lone Star Republic – given aid and arms by the USA – war raged – “Remember the Alamo” – Santa Anna’s men wiped out all Texans at the fort

6. finally, at San Jacinto – Texans were victorious – April 21, 1836

7. forced Santa Anna to sign a treaty that granted Texas independence and set boundary at Rio Grande

8. America refused to annex Texas b/c it would stir up another hornet’s nest over the slavery issue

L. Whigs vs Democrats 

	WHIGS
	DEMOCRATS

	pro bank
	anti national bank

	Pro internal improvements
	Anti internal improvements

	Pro tariffs
	Anti tariff

	Pro reform
	Pro states’ rights

	Pro strong central gov't
	Pro farmers

	Anti immigrant/catholic
	Pro workers

	Anti Jackson
	Pro immigrant/catholic


1. Who were Whigs?

a. people who hated Jackson

b. people closely tied to the market economy
c. reformers

d. Protestants

2. Who were Democrats?

a. farmers

b. workers

c. new immigrants

d. anti-abolitionist/reform

M. Jackson’s Legacy

1. increase power of executive branch – think of impact of Bank veto, executive orders, spoils system, kitchen cabinet

2. expansion and strengthening of the West

3. legitimized philosophy of gov't for and by the common man

4. created modern democratic party

5. increased the spoils system

6. hurt nation’s finances

7. furthered the cause of slavery by issuing an executive order banning the sending of abolitionist literature throught the US Mail
