
Notes for March 4th (Isolationism and WWII in 1919-1939)

· The United States was highly isolationist during this time period. Why? How? and what proof is there?

· Why were we isolationist

· bad relations with foreign countries

· WWI fostered bad trust, even though we came out on top as an international power (we didn't gain territory, and it was a brutal war)

· we were fine by ourselves, and we were prospering while the European countries weren't during wartime

· in 1917 there was the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, which scared us, particularly because we had rising communism in the US. There was unprecedented immigration, so the '20s were a reaction against that

· George Washington told us not to interfere with other nations

· news, media, radio spread isolationist ideas

· Proof of isolationism

· immigration quotas and acts: tells us that we didn't want to have to deal with other people and other ideas

· Washington naval conference (5:5:3): demilitarized our navy, made it smaller

· Fordney-McCumber Tariff: it was incredibly high, which shows that foreign trade wasn't a priority for us during this time

· Kellogg-Briand Pact: 60+ nations outlawed war, signaling a global desire for peace, even if it didn't work

1930s

· FDR was president in the Summer of 1933

· he agreed to attend a 66+ nation plan to combat Depression, but changed his mind at the last minute because he thought it would limit the New Deal here in America

· his refusal to attend showed that we weren't willing to engage in an international agreement for the economy for fear that we'd be hurt (isolationism)

· College campuses erupted in anti-war protest (scholarships, not battleships)

· Ludlow Amendment: proposed that we would have to pass a national referendum to enter war unless directly attacked

· Senator Nye: commissioned an investigation as to why we went into WWI. The report showed that we went in so that the bankers could be reimbursed for the debts the allies owed them. It fueled isolationism, because veterans were so mad they didn't want to go back to war

· Neutrality Acts

· we couldn't loan money or sell weapons to any warring nation (connected right back to WWI)

· no American can travel on any ship belonging to a warring nation (connected to the Lusitania)

· the US government will not give aid to either side in the Spanish Civil War conflict (communist or fascist)

· FDR was not a strong isolationist

· in 1939 he said that we can't quarantine ourselves from the rest of the world

· Americans were outraged by this speech

· America First Committee: their sole purpose was to keep us out of war

· Henry Ford

· Joseph Kennedy Sr. (American ambassador to England)

· Charles Lindburg (never got his reputation back once we went to war, because he looked like a fascist)

· because of all this, it takes us a little while to get going in WWII

WWII

· We enter December 8th, 1941, 2 years after the war started

· in 1940, we passed the first peacetime draft in American history

· we were, in fact, getting ready for war about a year before the bombing of Pearl Harbor

· Munich Pact: in September 1938, Britain had said to Hitler that if he advanced any further, they would be at war. Neville Chamberlain gets on a plane to meet with Hitler, who promises not to invade. 

· Winston Churchill was warning people of Germany in the '30s, but nobody listened to him

· September 1, 1939: Germany invades Poland and WWII begins, and Winston Churchill is voted Prime Minister, credited with saving democracy

· Indian New Deal

· we let them get their reservations back after the Dawes Act

