1920’s
Harding

· Nice, not sharp

· Picked corrupt friends and he was corrupt

A.  Cabinet

· C.  Hughes – Secretary of State
· Andrew Mellon – Treasury
· H. Hoover – Commerce
· Albert Fall – Interior (anti-conservationist)
· Harry Daugherty
First three are VERY conservative ( Reverse Progressive laws and refuse to execute many they could not overturn (“we care not what laws the Democrats pass as long as we are permitted to administer”)

B.  Supreme Court
· Put four men on bench ( three of them were very conservative

· WH Taft named Chief Justice

Overturned much Progressive legislation including Muller with Adkins v. Children’s Hospital
C.  A Return to normality
1. Returned RR to private ownership

2. helped RR consolidation (Esch – Cummins Transportation Act (1920))

3. government left shipping business ( sold merchant marines
4. sent troops to break up unions (membership dropped by 30%)

5. veterans

a. created Veterans Bureau

b. American Legion created by TR Jr.

c. Adjusted Compensation Act (1924) ( gave veterans a bonus to be paid in 20 years

D.  Tariffs
· Fordney McCumber Tariff (1929) ( to 38.555% 

· Gave president power to ( or ( tariffs by 50% ( Harding and Coolidge ( 22 times and ( 5 times

· Impact:
· Europe put ( tariffs on US goods

· Europe had no profit to buy American goods

E.  Foreign Policy
1. Aided US oil companies in gaining ME oil

2. Washington Naval Conference (1922) ( urged US, Britain, and Japan to:

a. 10 year holiday on most ship building

b. Disposed of much of the navy

c. Set up a 5:5:3 ratio for battleships and aircraft carriers

d. US and Britain would not fortify Pacific possession, Japan could

* This did not restrict small warships

Election 1924
Republican – Coolidge

Democrat   – Davis (Compromise Candidate – Democratic too
Progressive – La Follette ( split Democrats

*  Coolidge won hands down

Women
 - served on juries



Sheppard Townard Act gave 1.2 million for rural prenatal care

Urbanization

1920 Census
Mass culture based in cities, so it was the city culture that spread

New inventions
· Refrigerator

· Vacuum cleaners

· Washing machines

· Electric iron

· Canned food

Harding Scandals
“I have no trouble with my enemies, it’s my d*^# friends …they’re the ones keeping me walking the floor at night”
Forbes – stole Veteran Bureau funds and fled overseas

AG Daugherty – forced from office when accused of influencing peddling

Teapot Dome (Elks Hill) – Secretary Interior Fall went to jail for leasing government oil reserves in exchange for “loans”

Coolidge: vetoed McNary-Haugen Farm Bill ( warning of “the tyranny of bureaucratic regulation and control” ( denounced it as a price-fixing scheme that would benefit farmers at the public expense ( seen by historians as very hypocritical given his support of high tariffs
Dawes Plan – scaled back debt; but Allies still couldn’t pay loans and Germany could not pay reparations
1920’s Economy

I.
Overview
· Except for a brief recession 1920 and 1921, the economy boomed


- real wages (

- unemployment (
· 60% of Americans got electricity and running water ( homes  were cleaner/safer

II.
Cars – Automobiles – Impact  (know Ford, GM Chrysler ( cheap and differentiation of lines)
· ( availability and diversity of consumer goods

· 8% of all industry jobs

· Created new industries of gas, rubber, advert, highway building

· ( number of families who took vacation

· ( urban sprawl

· ( chain stores (trucks made possible)

· Created phenomenon of dating

II.
Other Economic Features of 1920’s
· Taylorism

· Fordism

· ( overseas investment

· ( consolidation of corporation

· Companies set up with divisions run by professionals

· ( wages and benefits packages

· Installment buying

· Chain stores

· Advertising

IV.
Women in Work
· Overall percentage of workforce (
· Paid less for same work

· Rarely made it into managerial roles

· #’s in legal/medical professions (
· ( colleges (women in)

· ( percentage of married women in work- but still not high
V.
Unions
· Overall membership and power diminished in 1920s due to 

· ( real wages and benefits

· Pro business government

· Red scare

· Assembly lines decreased # of craftsmen

· Southern wages continues to lag far behind Northern

· AFL continued to discriminate against African Americans and women

Culture (1920s)

IV.
The Arts

A.  Literature – very creative time in American Literature



1.  “Lost Generation” – American writers who were disillusioned by WWI ( 


     many were expatriates who lived in Europe



a.  Hemingway




b.  Sinclair Lewis – Main Street and Babbitt



c.  H.L. Mencken – political satirist  “The American Mercury”, “Why do 



     you still live in America?”, “Why do you visit the zoo?”



2.  Harlem Renaissance
· Emergence of African American literature

· Langston Hughes was a gifted poet

· Claude McKay ( Home To Harlem

· Zora Neale Hurston


B.  Architecture


Art decoration ( ornate but with clean lines (stained glass)

C.  Art

V.  
Conflicts
· Wets vs. dries

· Urban vs. rural

· Modernists vs. traditionalists

· Fundamentalists vs. scientists

· “natives” vs. new immigrants


A.  Old vs. New immigration
· 1924 National Origins Act – set quotas at 2% of the percent of a nationality residing in USA in 1890 (Aimed at slowing tide of Eastern and Southern Europeans)

· Also banned immigration of Japanese and Chinese

· 1929 – year of “national origins” changed to 1920 but still discriminatory

· North and South American immigrants remained unrestricted


B.  Race


1.  Ku Klux Klan
· Went beyond South into Midwest

· Organized like a business with divisions

· Mostly blue-collard and poor white

* ended quickly when reports of widespread corruption were revealed

2.  Garvey Movement

     Marcus Garvey ( Jamaican (Universal Negro Improvement Association

· Preached separatism

· Encouraged Blacks to move to Africa

· Glorified African /American culture – Black is Beautiful

· 1st national mass-movement of African Americans

· Condemned by Dubois and NAACP


C.  Fundamentalism
· Literal interpretation of the Bible

· Spawned new denominations
· Largely Protestant

· Reaction to perceived moral decay of culture

· Billy Sunday and Aimee McPherson used mass media to spread ideas



- Scopes 

· Dayton, Tennessee

· Darrow and Bryan

· Symbolic of the split in America


D.  Prohibition (1920-1933)

· As much about cultural differences as about drinking

· Alcoholism was a real problem and 18th Amendment did slow it down

· Volstead Act

· Why it failed

· Loopholes in law

· Underfunding for Volstead

· ( power of organized crime

· Majority of Americans were against it

Other Things To Know
I.  Urbanization ( 1920 First time majority of Americans lived in urban areas ( media centered in urban areas so urban ideals filtered to small town/ rural America

II.  Natural resources - ( industry/ cars increases demand for oil, coal, natural gas ( America very wasteful with little regard for the future.

* Symbolic of 1920’s abandonment of progressive ideals
