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Social Changes: 1830-1860

I. Inventions 

A. Sewing machine

1. One of the few democratic inventions

2. Made clothing cheaper

3. Narrowed fashion gap between the rich and poor 
B. McCormick’s Reaper 

1. Harvest 7 times faster with ½ the labor

2. Made Midwest the “bread basket” of America

3. Helped win the Civil War because with all men at war, the North could still produce enough wheat

4. Farms saw an increase in the use of fertilizer and J. Deere’s steel tipped plow

5. South was least likely to make agricultural innovations due to cheap labor 

C. Interchangeable parts ( American System
1. No longer had to replace whole machines which made manufacturing a lot cheaper. 
2. Inventions got on the market faster (improvements to machines) so there were more investments in inventions, causing more inventions. 
D. Telegraph

1. Dwindled size of the U.S.A. 

2. Rise of newspapers

3. Help disasters 
E. Railroads

1. Cheap and democratic

2. Railroads changed drastically between 1840-1860

3. Railroads had closed cars 

4. Locomotion was stronger, they no longer needed horses 

5. Telegraph made RR communication easier and trains more reliable 

6. Lanterns made night travel possible
· Most antebellum railroads were east of the Mississippi River and tended to connect east and west in the north

· Chicago replaced New Orleans as most important Midwest trade center

· Chattanooga and Atlanta became important railroad cities  

· Most railroads were funded by municipal or private funding  

· Railroads led to an increase in investment banking and the New York stock exchange
II. Working conditions (1840-1860)

A. Slight increase in wages

B. Increase in women and children working outside of the home
C. Further decline in respect and status for working class

D. Widening gap between the rich and poor

III. Living conditions

A. Technology

1. Only helped middle and upper class

B. Housing

1. Cities 

a) Middle class ( row houses 

b) Lower class ( tenements  
2. Rural

a) Frontier ( log cabins ( no glass windows

b) Settled land ( wood framed houses 

C. Furniture 

1. Machines

a) Made furniture diminished the lifestyle gap between the rich and the middle class

2. Rococo

a) Very ornate with intricately detailed carving 

D. Cole burning stove
1. Replaced wood in cities and made it cheaper and more efficient to produce heat, although it was messy. 
E. Sanitation

1. Almost no sanitation – by 1860 only 68 cities in the U.S. had waterworks systems and few of those went into peoples homes

2. People rarely bathed 

3. Horse manure was a real health threat

4. Outbreaks of cholera and typhoid and yellow fever were common and deadly

IV. Medicine 

A. Ether

1. The use of ether as an anesthetic was the only real medical breakthrough of the era. 
2. The lack of scientific medicine led to health fads

B. Sylvester Graham
1. Strict Vegetation diet

2. No alcohol

3. Abstinence 

C. Phrenology

1. Study of bumps on the head

2. They thought you could analyze character

3. Used in interviews 

V. Leisure (All show democratization of society)

A. Newspapers

1. Became cheaper: went from ¢6 to ¢1 (thus available to all)

2. Faster (10x)

3. Telegraph

4. Newspapers went from being political rags to covering “news” (murders, accidents, etc.)

B. Novels

1. Became cheaper

2. Mostly for women

3. Often serialized

C. Theater 

1. Uncle Tom’s Cabin and other books were often adapted
2. All classes attended
3. Shakespeare was most popular
4. Minstrel shows were common and were degrading to blacks
D. PT Barnum 

1. Museum of oddities 
2. Very popular with all classes
VI. Literature 

· Stopped copying in Europe ( Emerson demanded this in “The American Scholar”

· Romantics (response to Enlightenment Era)

A. Poets 

1. Longfellow

2. Holmes

3. Lowell

4. Whitman

B. Philosophers

1. Emerson

2. Thoreau

3. Fuller 

C. Novelists 

1. Irving

2. Cooper

3. Melville

4. Poe

5. Hawthorne

D. Transcendentalism 

1. Self examination 
2. Reflection 
E. Hudson River School (landscapes)

1. 1st American school

2. Tried to preserve American wilderness 

VII. Diffusion of knowledge

A. Public schools

B. Lyceum series

C. Railroads and telegraphs spread information faster and at lower costs
