Mexican War
· 1846

Causes

· Mexico owed the US $2 billion

· They still expected to regain Texas

· Polk wanted California

· Debate of Texas border (Neuces & Rio Grande)

Polk

· Humorless

· Single minded “What he went for he fetched”

· Many enemies

1. N. Dem

2. J.C. Calhoun

· Sent John Slidell to Mexico City to give his offer

1. Mexico would recognize Texas Independent

2. US would assume Mexico’s debt

3. $25 mill ( US would by NM & California

Not received by Mexican government – Herrera was being ....by Paredes

May 1846 – Fight broke out on Rio Grande between American & Mexican Troops, American Blood on American Soil....JC Calhoun momentarily against Polk’s high handedness..

( Congress declared War

( Many Northerners against was, but remembered how others were viewed as unpatriotic during the War of 1812

( So they voted for WAR

· Strengths
Mexico





US
Army 4X bigger than US



Better Military Leaders

Home Field advantage



Better artillery







Moved Troops better

Heroes
· Winfield Scott – Mexico City, Mar. 1847-Sep. 1847, Grant & Lee were there

· Zachory Taylor – Battle of 1846 Buena Vista (War of 1812). Old rough & ready, Polk stripped him of ½ his men b/c of political threat.

· Stephen Keaney – Kansas – NM ( No Shots; Mexican Leader it’s better to be thought Brave than be Dead.

· John C. Fremont – The Great Pathfinder ( California ( seized Sonoma June 1846, declared Bear Flag Republic.

Treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo Feb. 1848

· Rio Grande established as Texas Border

· USA got NM Territory and California

· US assumed Mexico’s debts to American Citizens

· Paid Mexico $15million

Long Term Impact
· First US War with correspondents

· Divided Nation, over slavery in New territory

· Prepared many young men ( including R.E. Lee & U.S. Grant to fight Civil War

· Taylor’s popularity grew over Polk

Nicholas Trist – Diplomat

Zach Taylor
Election 1848

Democrat  - Lewis Gass (Gen Gass) – father of


       - Popular sovereignty – pompass

Whigs – Zach Taylor (old Rough and Ready) – non-politician

· slave holder to war hero

· Many Southern Democrats voted Whig because Taylor was southern

Free Soiler – Van Buren for Wilmot proviso, internal improvements, and free homesteading
· Free Soilers won no states, but diverted enough votes to give NY to Taylor

California – few got rich on gold

1849 – California applied for statehood (as free state), by passing territorial state 


Discuss Hispanic Culture

*Taylor was an inept politician; oversimplified complex issues

*Debate began over Taylor’s desire to make 2 superstates, California and N. Mexico, non slave; said not suited to slavery, Texas wanted New Mexico
*Taylor thought that the Southern States would appreciate his popular sovereignty stand ....They did not. 

* South is furious over runaway slaves & California
Nashville 1850

* FireEaters – Secession, hungry southerners, Nashville 1850

Possible Solutions:  
     1. Free Soil - Wilmot





     2. Popular Sovereignty


                 3. Extension of MO Compromise

Compromise of 1850
Clay  - urged concessions – Omnibus Bill

Webster – urged all concessions; Let us not be pygmies

Calhoun – Wanted concessions, but not Clays

· wanted to safeguard southern rights 

· wanted two presidents each with veto

Webster – speech on March 7th turned tide to North compromise angered ONLY the ardent Abolitionist.

 W.H. Seward – Anti-slavery against compromise

Young Guards – called on “Higher Law” than the Constitution.

Stephen Douglas – Clay’s protégé – eventually broke Omnibus Bill into many separate bills and they all passed.

Tempers flared over Texas’ right to N. Mexico and Taylor threatened to send troops.

Taylor died, Fillmore compromise passed the measures  

Era of Good Feelings dawned (NOT REALLY)

Compromise

North





South
Calif Free




Rest of Mexican Cessions(popular sovereignty
Texas Territory ( N.M


Texas got $10 million
Abolition of Slave Trade in D.C.

increase fugitive slave laws


Postponed Civil War ( Everyone to in the North had the will to fight war, wealthy, etc.

North got the biggest concessions – Fugitive slave law sounded like Plus for South ( in the long run it fueled the abolitionist movement.

California/Hispanics
· wide gap between Rich & Poor

· Rancheros (
· Treated poorly by Americans

Social Changes 1830-1860

· Inventions

Sewing machines 

made clothes cheaper, narrowed the fashion gap between rich & poor,

one of the few democ. inventions



McCormick’s Reaper



Harvested 7 times faster w/ ½ the labor




Made the Midwest “the bread Basket of America”




Helped win the war...w/all men at was, north could still produce enough wheat



Interchangeable Parts (American System)



No longer had to replace the whole machine ( made manuf. Much cheaper.




Inventions got on the market faster (improvements to machines) ( more investments in 




       Inventions( more inventions



Telegraph



Dwindled size of USA




Rise of newspapers




Help in disasters

***Farms also saw an increase in the use of fertilizers & John Deere’s steel tipped plow.

***South least likely to make agri. innovations due to the CHEAP labor.



Railroads



Cheap & democratic, RR changed drastically between 1840- 1860



Closed Cars




Locomotion stronger ( no longer needed horses




Telegraph made RR communications easier ( trains more reliable




Lanterns made night travel possible

Most antebellum RR were east of the Mississippi and tended to connect East & West in the North

Chicago replaced New Orleans as most important Midwest Trade Center

Chattanooga & Atlanta also became important RR cities

Most RR were funded by municipal or private funding

RR increased the investment banking & NY Stock Exchange



Working Conditions



Slight increase in wages




Increase in the number of women & children working outside of the home




Further decline in respect and status for working class




Widening gap between rich & poor



Living Conditions



Technology ( only helped the middle & upper classes




Housing





Cities ( Middle Class ( Row houses





          ( Lower Class ( Tenements





Rural ( Frontier ( log cabins ( no glass windows




          ( Settled Land ( wood frame house



Furniture



Machine made furniture diminished the lifestyle gap be rich & middle class




Rococo – very ornate w/intricately detailed carvings



Coal burning stove



Replaced wood in cities




Cheaper, more efficient




Messy



Sanitation
Almost none – by 1860 only 68 cities in US had water work systems and very few of                            those went to houses.

People rarely bathed

Horse manure a real health threat



Outbreaks of Cholera, typhoid, yellow fever very common and deadly


Medicine



Ether was used as anesthetic, it was really the only medical breakthrough at that time




Lack of scientific medicine led to health fads




Sylvester Graham – strict vegetarian diet, no alcohol and abstinence




Phrenology – study of bumps on the head ( thought you could analyze character

All below show Democratization of society

Leisure




Newspapers




Became cheaper so available to all down from $.06 to $.01




10X faster





Telegraph





Newspaper went from being political rags to covering the NEWS..





       (i.e. murders, accidents, etc.)




Novels





Also cheaper





Mostly for women





Often serialized




Theatre





Uncle Tom’s Cabin & other books often adapted





All classes attended





Shakespeare Most popular





Minstrel shows common ( degrading to  the black population




PT Barnum – museum of oddities very popular with all classes




Literature





Stopped coping Europe, R.W. Emerson demanded this in the American Scholar





Romantics (response to Enlightenment Era)




Poets – Longfellow, Holmes, Lowell, Whitman




Philosophers – Emerson, Thoreau, Margaret Fuller




Novelists – Irving, Cooper, Melville, Poe, Hawthorne



Transcendentalism – Self Examination & reflection

Art – Hudson River School (landscapes), 1st American School tried to preserve the wilderness 

Diffusion of Knowledge


Public Schools


Lyceum Series


RR & Telegraph spread information faster & at lower costs

