The Marshall Court & the Growth of the Federal Judiciary

Directions: Use the following to complete the Marshall Court Graphic Organizer

· A New York state law gave two individuals the exclusive right (a monopoly) to operate steamboats on waters within state jurisdiction. Laws like this one were duplicated elsewhere which led to friction as some states would require foreign (out-of-state) boats to pay substantial fees for navigation privileges. 

· Article III of the Constitution grants regulation of interstate commerce to Congress. New York's law conflict with a federal law and the Constitution 

· In 1816, Congress chartered The Second Bank of the United States. In 1818, the state of Maryland passed legislation to impose taxes on the bank. James W. McCulloch, the cashier of the Baltimore branch of the bank, refused to pay the tax. McCulloch appealed to the Supreme Court 

· In 1816, the New Hampshire legislature attempted to change Dartmouth College--a privately funded institution--into a state university. The legislature changed the school's corporate charter by transferring the control of trustee appointments to the governor. 

· The charter granted to the trustees by the colonial government of New Hampshire was a valid contract. Thus, the state had no right to impair the obligation of the contract without the consent of both the state and college 

· The Constitution gives the Supreme Court both original and appellate jurisdiction. It declared parts of the Judiciary Act of 1789 unconstitutional and announce it had no authority to issues a writ of mandamus 

· The Court held that Congress had the power to incorporate the bank and that Maryland could not tax instruments of the national government employed in the execution of constitutional powers. 

· The Court rules that the Federal Government has the authority to do what is necessary and proper to carry out the enumerated powers of Congress and that includes establishing the Bank of the United States. Maryland could not tax the Maryland branch of the Bank of the United States 

· The decision sanctioned the Federal government's use of implied powers, established the supremacy of the national government over states, and paved the way for vast expansions of federal power in the future. 

· The decision upheld the sanctity of contracts and of private property. This assured economic development and encouraged investment in new corporations. Set precedent of the Supreme Court's overturning acts of states legislatures and state courts. 

· The power to regulate interstate commerce rests with the Federal government. The decision secures the concept of a common market and prevents states from impeding commerce. 

· The Supreme Court overturned the decision of the state court 

· The Supreme Court refused to issue a writ of mandamus and Marbury did not get his commission 

· The Supreme Court ruled that the monopoly granted by the state of New York was unconstitutional 

· This set the precedent for judicial review, the Supreme Court established its role as final arbiter of the meaning of the Constitution and its position of equality with the other three branches of government. 

· William Marbury, a Federalist had received a midnight appointment from John Adams. Thomas Jefferson instructed his Secretary of State, James Madison, not to deliver the commission. Marbury asked the Supreme Court to make Madison deliver the commission through a writ of mandamus 
