Colonial
•(NF) William Bradford – Of Plymouth Plantation (1620 – 1647) – Journal chronicling the settlement of the Plymouth colony,
•(P) Anne Bradstreet – first notable American poet (mid-1600s) “To My Dear & Loving Husband”, etc.
•(P) Phyllis Wheatley – First published African-American poet (1773)
•(NF) Benjamin Franklin, The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin (1771 – 1790) & “Poor Richard’s Almanac” (1732 – 1758)
•(NF) Thomas Paine – “Common Sense” (1776);“The Crisis” (1776 – 1783)
•(NF) Olaudah Equiano - The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (1789)- first widely read “slave narrative”

Early America

•(L) Washington Irving – short stories, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and “Rip Van Winkle” (1820) – represents some of the first true “American” literature; focused on the history and folktales of America.
•(L) James Fenimore Cooper – Last of the Mohicans (1826) – Considered first “American” novel for its location, plot and themes; ft. Natty Bumppo; set during French & Indian War (part of a series of five, including The Deerslayer)

American “Renaissance”
•(NF) Alexis de Tocqueville – Democracy in America (1840) – de Tocqueville, a Frenchman, comments on the effect of democracy in creating a creative, driven, and mobile society.
•(NF) Frederick Douglass - Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845)- considered central to the abolitionist movement.
•(L) Nathaniel Hawthorne – The Scarlet Letter (1850) & various short stories
•(L) Edgar Allen Poe – Various “American gothic” poems and short stories
•(P) Walt Whitman – poetry collection Leaves of Grass (1855 – 1893)
•(L) Herman Melville – Moby Dick (1851) – considered the height of American romanticism
•(P) Emily Dickinson – Various poems, (mostly written 1858 – 1865; first pub. 1890), common themes of nature, death, human emotions, the divine, connected with the Romantic & Gothic movements

•(NF) Henry David Thoreau – transcendentalist, book Walden (1854) & essay “Civil Disobedience” (1849) influenced Gandhi & MLK
•(NF) Ralph Waldo Emerson -  transcendentalist
•(NF) Margaret Fuller – transcendentalist, Woman in the Nineteenth Century (1845) – considered first American feminist work.

Antebellum/ Abolitionist:
•(L) Harriet Beecher Stowe - Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852)
•(NF) Hinton R. Helper – Impending Crisis of the South (1857) – Slavery hurts the South
•(NF) Harriet Ann Jacobs - Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861)- autobiographical slave narrative


Gilded Age & Progressivism
•(L) Mark Twain - The Gilded Age (1873); The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884)
•(NF) Henry George – Progress and Poverty (1879) – single tax on land
•(L) Horatio Alger – “rags to riches” dime novels
•Helen Hunt Jackson - Century of Dishonor (1881 -(NF)) & Ramona (1884 –(L)) – U.S. govt. treatment of Native Americans
•(L) William Dean Howells - The Rise of Silas Lapham (1885) – The rise and fall of a paint entrepreneur (an amoral rags-to-riches robber baron).
•(L) Edward Bellamy - Looking Backward (1888) – utopian romance advocating socialism
•(NF) Capt. Alfred T. Mahan – The Influence of Sea Power upon History: 1660 – 1783 (1890) – credited with influencing the build up of the U.S. Navy and imperialism
•(L) Charlotte Perkins Gilman - "The Yellow Wallpaper" (1891); early feminist short story about a woman confined by her husband for “depression” and her descent into real mental illness.
•(NF) Frederick Jackson Turner – “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” (1893) – AKA “Frontier Thesis”, held the frontier responsible for molding the American character
•(L) Stephen Crane – Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (1893); The Red Badge of Courage (1895) – Set during the Civil War, Existentialist hero, one of the great Realist novels.
•(NF) Thorstein Veblen - The Theory of the Leisure Class (1899) – conspicuous consumption
•(L) Kate Chopin - The Awakening (1899) – first proto-feminist novel, protagonist examines her happiness as a wife & mother, controversial for sexual themes at time of pub.
•(L) Theodore Dreiser – Sister Carrie (1900) – a young innocent girl moves to the city, becomes corrupt, and loses her dreams.
•(NF) John Dewey - The School and Society (1900)- founded Pragmatism
•(NF) Booker T. Washington – Up From Slavery (1901) - autobiography
•(NF) W.E.B. DuBois - The Souls of Black Folk (1903)- essays & sociology

Muckrakers:
•(L) Jacob Riis - How the Other Half Lives (1891) – tenement life
•(L) Frank Norris – The Octopus (1901) – Small farmers in Ca struggle against the railroad industry, based on Mussel Shoals.
•(NF) Ida Tarbell – A History of the Standard Oil Company (1902 – 1903) first appeared in McClure’s magazine
•(NF) Lincoln Steffens - The Shame of the Cities (1904) – collection of articles – govt. & political corruption
•(L) Upton Sinclair - The Jungle (1906) – meat packing industry

1920 – 1940s

“Lost Generation”:
•(L) F. Scott Fitzgerald - The Great Gatsby (1925)
•(L) Sinclair Lewis – Babbitt (1922)
•(L) Ernest Hemingway – The Sun Also Rises (1926); Farewell to Arms (1929)
•(L) Erich Maria Remarque – All Quiet on the Western Front (1929) – German
•(P) T.S. Elliott – “The Waste land” (1922) – influential “modern” poem.

Harlem Renaissance:
•(P) Langston Hughes – various poems, inc. “Harlem: A Dream Deferred”, “I, too, Sing America”
•(P) Countee Cullen – various poems, inc. “The Ballad of the Brown Girl”
•(L) Claude McKay – various poems, short stories, and novels, inc. the novel Home to Harlem (1928)
•(L) Zora Neale Hurston – Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)

Misc.:
•(L) John Steinbeck - Grapes of Wrath (1939) – Seminal novel about Okies & the Great Depression
•(L) Richard Wright - Native Son (1940)- novel about how society & racism cause the violence of a poor, black protagonist
•(NF) Dr. Benjamin Spock – Baby and Child Care (1946) – hugely influential, urged mothers to “be all things” to their babies.

“Modern” Day
•(NF) David Riesman – The Lonely Crowd (1950) – conformity in American culture.
•(L) Arthur Miller – The Crucible (1953) – play comparing McCarthyism to the Salem Witchcraft trials
•(L) Sloan Wilson – The Man in the Grey Flannel Suit (1955) – fictional work about corporate conformity taking over lives.
•(P) Allen Ginsberg, “Howl” (1956) – Central poem of the Beat movement.
•(L) Jack Kerouac, On the Road (1957) – Considered a defining work of the Beat generation, semi-autobiographical.
•(NF) John Kenneth Galbraith – The Affluent Society (1958)- discussed wealth of post-WWII society and need for more spending for “public needs.”
•(L) William S. Burroughs - Naked Lunch (1959) – Beat movement
•(NF) Rachel Carson - Silent Spring (1962) – DDT & other pesticides; credited with launching the environmental movement.
•(NF) Betty Friedan - Feminine Mystique (1963)- asked women “are you happy?”
•(NF) Michael Harrington - The Other America (1962) – poverty in America, considered to have influenced JFK & LBJ.
•(NF) Ralph Nader – Unsafe at Any Speed (1965) – dangers of automobiles
•(L) N. Scott Momaday - House Made of Dawn (1968), Native American (Kiowa) author, led to breakthrough of Native American literature into the mainstream.
•(L) Kurt Vonnegut - Slaughterhouse Five (1969) – post-modern humanist novel about a WWII soldier.
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