JFK
I. election of 1960

Nixon (Republican)   vs. JFK (Democrat)

A. Kennedy was a Catholic—still taboo among many Protestants

B. Nixon was not nearly as presentable on debates 

C. Kennedy’s quasi support of MLK got him the urban Black vote –

II. Kennedy’s Domestic Agenda------- called the New Frontier

A. did not get a lot of legislation passed—could not get around the Republicans and conservative White Southern Democrats—proposed Civil Rights and poverty legislation, but LBJ got it passed
B. Clean Air Act – 1963 

C. Race- 

· sent marshals south after firebombs in Anniston, B’ham, Old Miss and Selma- but always late

· March on Washington 1963

III. Foreign Affairs—Cold War Activism 

A. Alliance For Progress- $100 Billion in private and public funds to shore up capitalism in Latin America—did some good—but often used to put pro-American, yet brutal dictators in power

B. flexible response—JFK’s response to Eisenhower’s “Brinksmanship” – we would continue to build weapons of mass destruction, but would also develop other ways to handle smaller issues—Special Forces (Green Berets) one example

C. Soviet Union – Khrushchev threatened war unless we left Berlin—JFK doubled draft,  increased defense spending—Soviets erected Berlin Wall

D. Cuba

· Bay of Pigs- CIA, with JFK’s approval, backed a plan for Cuban refuges to attack Cuba and topple Castro—failed miserably and embarrassed the USA

· Cuban Missile Crisis- October 1962 ( 13 Days)

· spy planes found nuclear missiles in Cuba

· JFK threatened a “quarantine” around Cuba

· US  spy plane shot down over Cuba

· US military wanted to invade Cuba immediately

· 2 different messages Khrushchev

· JFK refused to invade and Soviets backed down
