Jacksonian Reforms

· Read deToqueville – Vision pp. 315

I. Religion – Heaven as well as politics became democratic during this time

· As religion because more democratic so did country

· Abandoned notion of pre-destination and moved to idea that anyone could go to heaven

A. 2nd Great Awakening (1790-1850)


1. Revivals – 2nd coming soon – repent



Cane Ridge, KY (1801)




 - holy spirit would take over – read Vision page 315


2. Rise of Methodists


3. Eastern Revivals

· Burned Over District (E. New York)

· Charles Finney (Rochester, Utica) – revivals were

· Multi denominational

· Anxious bench

· Week long meetings

· Said humans were not innately sinful – they could will themselves out of sin – said people could live without sin (perfectionism)

This belief had a big impact on reformation


4. Unitarians

· Jesus less than divine

· Attracted wealthy and educated in New England

· Gave them a lot of power

· Split many Congregationalists 

· Believed people could choose path

      B. New Religions


1. Mormons

· J. Smith (1827) – Book of Mormon – Hebrew prophet Lehi’s descendants settled America
· Nauvoo, Ill – J. Smith murdered (1844) due to:

· Called himself a prophet

· Questioned Christianity

· Voted in blocks

· Polygamy

· Moved to Salt Lake City (Deseret) Utah by Brigham Young

· 1840-1870 – Mormons grew from 6,000 to 200,000

· Focus on family, community, cooperation, mission work


2. Shakers

· Mother Ann Lee (1774) – 2nd coming of Jesus would take form of a woman

· Craftsmen

· Abstinence

II. Abolition

· Jacksonian democracy makes it difficult to justify slavery

· Jackson allowed southerners to destroy U.S. mail that was anti-slavery

· American colonization – 1400 blacks paid passage to Liberia (Monnovia)

· Garrison – “The Liberator” – believed moral suasion – called the Constitution – “covenant with death and an agreement with hell”

· The Grimke’s

· Theodore Weld.

· Sojourner Truth

· Fredrick Douglas

· Vision 323
· Debated over role of blacks and women in abolition movement

· Often involved

· By 1840 – 1500 antislavery societies

· Tried to petition Congress – “gag rule” – many Northerners did not support abolition, but hated the “gag rule” – Denmark Vesey (1822) and Nat Turner (1831) - rebellions

· 1836 – Repealed in 1845 – fight led by JQ

· Yielded splits in Methodist and Baptist churches

· Split at Lane Seminary – Oberlin

· James Birney – 1840, 1844 – Liberty Party

· Many abolitionists were against political action (Garrison) – split occurred

III. Women’s Rights

· Amanda Bloomers

· Movement rose out of abolitionist movement

· Higher role in church

· “Separate sphere” – hurt arguments for equality

· Seneca Falls Declaration (1848) – first call for women’s suffrage

· Elizabeth Cady Stanton

· Least impact

IV. Prisons/Asylum

· Under new philosophy that behavior was not set – people could change

· Penitentiaries – Sing Sing Prison – Ossining, NY, Auburn

· Strict, orderly places

· Dorothea Dix – fought Congress and state legislatures for insane asylums

· Workhouses

 V. Reforms – 1820-1830

· Moved from moral suasion to political action

· As people discussed rights of Common Man, new questions arose

· 2nd Great Awakening spurred on reform movements

· Most reforms centered in New England and Midwest areas settled by New England

· Today many historians view reform movements as a means for upper and middle class people to control masses (particularly immigrants)

· Most reformers were Whigs, not Jacksonian Democracy

A. Temperance

· American Temperance Society – Lyman Beecher – 1826

· 1820’s – ½ pint per day

· Washingtonians = reformed drinkers

· 1851 Maine banned all sale and manufacturing of all intoxicating beverages

· Teetotalers (means total)

· Due to ATS and other temperance movements alcohol consumption sharply dropped

· German and Irish immigrants were against it

· Only reform movement in South

· Factory owners – supported it – kept workers in line

· Created factions in both Whig and Democratic Party

· Played a major role in collapse of party system in 1850’s

B. Education

· Thomas Gallaudet – school for deaf

· Samuel Howe – school for blind

· Horrid conditions

· Did little more than teach kids to read and count

· Horace Mann (Massachusetts)

· Grade levels (opened door for female teachers)

· State supplies

· 10 month school year

· Compulsory education

· State textbooks

· Parochial schools started in response to anti-Catholic tone of public school

· McGuffy readers – also taught morality

· Little school reform in South

· Mostly in New England

· Lyceum lecture societies became a favorite pastime 

· Faced opposition from farming and laboring parents

· Because a place to teach American culture and patriotism (cleansed)

· Where blacks had opportunities for education – they were segregated

· College opportunities up for women

· Oberlin College

· Mt. Holyoke (1837)
