Immigration: 1600-1870

1600s
Early 1600’s- many English migrate to America b/c overpopulation in England has resulted in widespread disease and poverty, and has left little room for one to improve their social status


-1607- First permanent colony at Jamestown; set up by the Virginia Company of London

-Many English used indentured servitude as a means of making their way over

-The establishment of tobacco as an economic commodity in the Chesapeake would increase immigration

Also, many English were seeking religious freedom:

-Separatists- wanted to completely escape the Anglican Church of England- built colony at Plymouth (1620) - became well established and grew as immigration increased.

-Congregationalists established the Massachusetts Bay Colony (1630): wanted to create an ideal society structured by a Godly commonwealth- (much larger than Plymouth) - began “The Greta Puritan Migration”

-Quakers- William Penn set up a haven for Quakers in establishing Pennsylvania, and though most came from England, some migrated from places such as Scotland, Ireland, Wales and even the West Indies

1700s

Germans began to migrate to America after 1683, mainly between 1727 and 1756 

Did so for many reasons: fleeing religious persecution, economic oppression, or war

-Settled mostly in the Pennsylvania backcountry, and held onto their language and customs; but…

-Cultural exchange between the Germans and English did enrich American society

-Scandinavians in middle colonies( log cabins small farms

Scots-Irish were Presbyterian Scots who migrated during the 1600s to Northern Ireland in search of economic opportunity, and were met wit bitterness from Irish and restrictions from English: began migrating to American in 1717
-Most came first Pennsylvania, but had to move west beyond the inhabited lands of Quakers and Germans
-when the Appalachian mountains blocked their expansion (lots of Scots Irish in mountains ( very independent), they began to spread all the way down the western frontier to Georgia; illegally settling lands would at times lead to violence with Native Americans

-Brought distinctive contribution to colonial economy with their combination of agriculture and linen manufacture

-Paxton Boy’s Rebellion- 1764- marched to Philadelphia protesting the Quaker oligarchy’s lenient policy toward the Indians
-Their hate of British government would lead many to join the American Revolutionists

Irish- about 1 million between 1815 and 1844; 1845- “The Great Potato Famine” brought a massive wave of Irish, who were poor Catholics and tended to be young, single, and unskilled

-came without money, most stayed in the North, especially the port cities

-men worked mostly on docks, (some in canal/railroad construction); women as domestics and unskilled laborers in textile mills

-Americans widely despised the Irish immigrants; the Know-Nothing Party organized and gained power in the early 1850s to represent the anti-Catholic and anti-immigrant sentiment of the “nativists”

German immigration peaked soon after that of the Irish (over 1 million between 1846 and 1854)

-Result of German attempt to escape political oppression (failed attempt at democratic revolution brought many to America) Know Nothings
-Tended to be farmers with some money; allowed them to settle and establish farms in the Midwest, avoiding the harsh nativist reaction as the Irish experienced by prospering in the open land of the west.  Would have a huge impact on the development of Milwaukee; would even settle areas in Texas.

-some of these German immigrants sought religious freedom
   -German colonizers formed religious communities in the Midwest, most notably the Amish settlements of Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Ohio, which can still be found today

-Compared to the Irish, the Germans were more divided by wealth, politics, regional background, and religion

-but were a political force faster due to their political awareness and higher education
