Civil Rights Movement
Why?

· Changing demograph

· Cold War

· WWII
Truman

· Returning black veterans demanded rights 

· 2% ( 12% voter registration (1942-1947)

· Increased Violence against blacks

· 1947 Jack Robinson

· Why Truman supported civil rights

· Humanitarian

· Damaged American relations abroad.

· Needed black votes in the North

· Truman established Commission on Civil Rights
· Created a report “To Secure These Rights” called for anti-lynching, anti-poll tax laws ( backed off when Southerners (white) protest.

Eisenhower

· Brown v. Topeka Board (1954) – overturned Plessy v. Ferguson (declared school segregation unconstitutional (unanimous) ( Earl Warren.  10 years later less than 2% of student integration.

· Eisenhower demanded that D.C. schools desegregate.

· Initially, he (DDE) did not push desegregation in the South.  “I don’t believe you can change hearts of men with laws.”
· 1955 and 1956 – Montgomery Bus Boycott

· 1956 Southern Manifesto( 100 congressmen renounced Brown v. Board

· Little Rock 9—Federal court order said 9 would go to Central High School.

· However when Orval Faubus called in Natural Guard to stop desegregation (1957) ( placed Arkansas National Guard under federal command.

· Asserted power of federal government.

· Faubus closed down Little Rock school 1958-59

· Television very important in changing northern cries ( images of howling, spitting.

· Civil Rights Act (1957)( established permanent commission on Civil Rights ( had broad investigatory powers.

· December 1955

· Rosa Parks ( Montgomery Bus Boycott 

· Martin Luther King (Black minister rose to national prominence.

· Blacks won + won in court

· Cracked myth that blacks wanted segregation

· Created a black leader of national dominance

· Civil Disobedience

· 1957(SCLC mobilized black churches (Southern Christian Leadership Conference)
· 1960(SNCC Greensboro

· 1955( Emmett Till

· Money, Mississippi

· 14 years old(woman’s husband + his half bros kidnapped, beat + shot all white jury acquitted ( when river dredged, found 2 ministers murdered.

1960’s

1961
· Freedom Riders

· Anniston, Alabama ( beaten + bus burned

· One of RFK’s representatives was beaten

1962
· James Meridith – Ole Misc

· JFK sent 400 Federal Marshals and 3000 Troops ( 2 dead

1963
· Birminghan

· Bull Conner – importance of TV.

· “The civil rights movement should say thank god for Bull Connor”

George Wallace( “Segregation now, Segregation tomorrow, Segregation forever”  Kennedy proposed Civil Rights, Congress ignored.

June 11

· JFK’s TV speech(”Who among us would be content to have the color of his skin changed + stand in his place?”

· MedgarEvers

August 28( March on Washington

September – 4 girls killed in bombing

1964

· Civil Rights Act

· Increased the power of government to desegregate

· Outlawed segregation in public facilities

· Shift then moves to political

· 24th Amendment

· Freedom Summer

· Voter registration

· Freedom schools

· Massive, violent white retaliation

1965

· Selma ( Montgomery March

· State troops beat + tear-gassed marder
· Unitarian minister + white Detroit woman killed

· LBJ’s Speech

· Voting Rights Act of 1965

· Outlawed literacy tests + sent federal troops to several southern states

· Watts riots

· 31 blacks/3 whites dead

· February   Malcolm X Killed

Black Power

Black Muslims(self discipline, self-respect, segregation ( against “white devils”

Malcolm X “by any means necessary” ( assassinated in 1965

Stokely Carmichael ( leader of SNCC in 1966 –“Time To Take Over” ( Black Power

Rap Brown( Carmichael’s successor ( “get you some guns.  Don’t love whitey ( shoot him to death.”

Black Panthers( Huey Newton/Bobby Seale “political power comes through the barrel of a gun”

Black Power came to mean many things to many people.

Cesar Chavez( National Farm Workers Association grape pickers strike 1965.

1967(major riots in Newark, Detroit, LA (“Burn, Baby Burn”)

1968( MLK April 4 assassinated

Legacy( by 1970 – desegregated 1/3 blacks risen to middle class.
Great Society

· Education

· Safety

· Pollution

· Abolished immigrant quota

War on Poverty was “shot down on the battlefields of Vietnam”

Why failed

· Entitlement

· Loss of 47 democrats in House 1966

Warren Court

· Very liberal

· Limited censorship

· Outlawed state bans on contraceptives

· Prohibited Bible Readings in public school

African Americans

· 1965—watts ( 34 people killed

· 1966 + 67( Saw violent, bloody race riots in urban centers

Kerner Commission warned that our nation was moving toward 2 societies

· Recommended

· 2 million new jobs

· 6 million new housing

· Attacks on de facto segregation

· National income supplication

· Ignored by LBJ
