The Constitution: Compromise, Ratification, Impact

Compromise

· Connecticut Plan

· “The Great Compromise”

· Compromise between the Virginia Plan and New Jersey Plan

· Bicameral legislature: House proportional, Senate equal

· Small state vs. Large state

· Roger Sherman played a large role in constructing the Compromise

· 3/5ths Compromise

· Only three-fifths of the population of slaves would be counted for enumeration purposes regarding both the distribution of taxes and the apportionment of the members of the United States House of Representatives

· It was proposed by delegate James Wilson
· Executive Branch

· Multiple or One?

· Powerful or Weak?

· Powers? 

· Commander-in-Chief

· Making treaties, power over foreign policy

· Term limit and length

· Legislative Branch

· Most powerful in VA plan

Ratification

· Massachusetts Compromise

· The anti-Federalists agreed to support ratification of the constitution, with recommendations for amendments should the document go into effect

· The Federalists agreed to support the proposed amendments, specifically a bill of rights

· Following this compromise, Massachusetts voted to ratify the Constitution on February 6, 1788

· Five states subsequently voted for ratification, four of which followed the Massachusetts model of recommending amendments along with their ratification

· Federalists v. Antifederalists

· Federalists – Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and many more

· Antifederalists – Edmund Randolph, George Mason, Elbridge Gerry, Mary Otis Warren, Samuel Adams, and many more

· Federalists Papers

· A series of 85 articles advocating the ratification of the United States Constitution

· New York, North Carolina, and Rhode Island, were the last states to ratify the U.S. Constitution, and because of their late ratification, were unable to send full representation at the beginning of this Congress
· Bill of Rights

· Main thing Antifederalist had against the constitution

Impact

· Shay’s Rebellion vs. Whiskey Rebellion

· Before government couldn’t put it down, under the Constitution we can

· Stronger national government – Confederation to Federation

· Spread of democracy

· Republican Motherhood

· Three separate branches of government

· Checks and balances

· Novel mixture of classical republicanism and democracy

