CHESAPEAKE  

SETTLEMENT


1607-1700
I. Jamestown (1607)

A. Why?

1. overcrowding in England

2. primogeniture

3.  Va. Stock Company had backing of aristocracy

4. Virginia Charter – gave Virginians the rights of Englishmen 

5. 1624- James I revoked charter and made VA a royal colony

B. experience

1. chose site b/c of defense issues- swampy and unhealthy

2. did not want to work – starved and ate gross stuff – Vision p. 47

3. many conflicts with the Native Americans 

4. John Smith – forced people to work-“He who shall not work shall not eat”

5. John Rolfe- introduced tobacco to England- married Pocahantas- short period of peace w/ Indians

C. Labor

1. indentured servants- horrid conditions- extremely high mortality rates- 

      pg. 43 Zinn
2. headright system- gave 50 acres of land for every person you paid passage for- increased the gap between rich and poor

3. slaves- 1619- early slaves often treated as indentured servants- full slavery would not evolve until 1680’s

D. One crop economy

1. Cycle of economy         good crop—overproduction—decreased prices-- -----lower                   

       profits----------------more crop production

2. tobacco very hard on soil—had to keep moving west
3. led to the boom and bust cycle that made rich richer…..

II. Chesapeake  Society 

A. Government 

1. House of Burgesses (1619)

2. royal governor

3. appointed local officials- very powerful

4. state supported church- not very influential

B. Life

1. people lived far apart

2. extremely high mortality rates

3. mostly men

a. women had more rights and social mobility

b. families very weak  pp. 72-73 Vision

c. slow population growth

C. Bacon’s Rebellion- poor western farmers stirred up by rich western farmers angry at the governor’s policy on Indians, trade and taxes- marched to coast killing many- fell apart when Bacon died of dysentery—led to increased use of slave labor

MARYLAND
I. founded 1634 by the Calvert family as a haven for Catholics—expected to create a manorial system
II. few Catholics came- protestants began to discriminate against Catholics

III. Act of Toleration- 1649- first act in new land to grant religious freedom to all Christians- repealed in 1654

