AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
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AP Human Geography is a year-long course designed to meet the standards outlined in the S.C. Social Studies framework and the expectations of the College Board’s Advanced Placement testing committee. Students who successfully complete the course will earn one AP credit for Human Geography.  In May of 2020, students will take the national AP Human Geography exam. Those who pass may earn college credit. However, the greatest benefit of the course is the preparation it offers college-bound students. The class is intensive, rigorous, and challenging. This course is an examination of the modern world and is studied in real time. Keeping abreast of developments in geography is vital. This will be a research-driven course. While we will follow a scope and sequence, the unfolding of breaking news events may necessitate adjustments to that schedule. I am excited about participating in this course with you. Here’s to a fun year!!! 
Selection of Reading Materials
The district provides access to a wide variety of reading materials and resources in promoting literacy for students.  In selecting the materials and resources for classroom libraries and media centers, teachers and media specialist follow the general procedures that may be found on the district webpage at 

http://www.horrycountyschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=743462&pageId=1199932 and media center and classroom library procedures that may be found at  http://www.horrycountyschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=743462&pageId=1392268.

One of a school’s primary goals is to develop lifelong learners, with literacy being a key component in this process. Reading a wide range of materials helps students develop these literacy skills.   While a school’s classrooms and media center make every effort to provide only the highest quality reading materials, we understand that parents want to help their children make wise a choice as it pertains to what their child reads. A parent who may have questions about his/her child’s reading material may contact the school media specialist to request additional information regarding the title, including possible professional reviews of the title. The school media specialist will work collaboratively with parents and teachers, to identify titles that will help develop a love of reading.

Curricular Requirements
The following six curriculum requirements have been recommended by the College Board for inclusion in all AP Human Geography courses.

This course provides:
1. Use and think about maps and spatial data.

2. Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places.

3. Recognize and interpret, at different scales, the relationships among patterns and processes.

4. Define regions and evaluate the regional process.

5.  Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places.
Grades

Grades for the course will be weighted as follows:

Multiple-Choice and Map Tests: 50%

Mid-Level Writing Assignments: 30%

Each short-answer and FRQ will be graded based on content, extensive use of specific examples, organization, and completion of assigned task. 
AMSCO/Rubenstein quizzes and projects will also be counted as mid-level grades.

Homework and Daily Assessments: 20%

These grades will include reading quizzes (other than the AMSCO/Rubenstein chapters) and classwork assignments.
.

Assignments

· Reading Quizzes- Students will have reading prior to almost every class. We will have short, random quizzes on daily reading to check for understanding.
· Fishbowls- Randomly selected students will conduct class discussions of reading assignments through the use of student-generated, open-ended questions. 
· Map Tests- Each unit will contain a map test of one region of the world.
· Quizzes and Tests- Tests will include definitions, multiple choice questions, and free response questions. They will be cumulative.  
Course Outline 
Following is an outline of the major content areas covered by the AP Human 

Geography Exam, as well as the approximate percentages of the multiple-choice 

section that are devoted to each area. This outline is a guide and is not intended as an 

exclusive list of topics and percentage goals for the exam.
I. Thinking Geographically . . . . . . . . . . . . . ………... . . ..   . . . . . . . . . 8–10%

II. Population/Migration …….……. . ………….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12–17%

III. Cultural Patterns and Processes   . . . . . . . ………… . . . . . . . . . . . 12–17%

IV. Political Patterns & Processes . . . . . . . . . ……….... . . . . . . . . . . . 12–17%

V. Agriculture, Food Production, Rural Land Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12–17%

VI. Cities and Urban Land Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . 13–17%
VII. Industrialization and Economic Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13–17%

VII. Cities and Urban Land Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 13–17%

Classroom Policies and Procedures

Students will not be asked for make-up work. It is the students’ responsibility to ask for make-up work and to turn in missing assignments. Students should consult our electronic classroom and calendars for daily assignments.

· Tests and other major assignments must be made up within five school days of returning from an absence. It is the students’ responsibility to schedule make-up times. It is recommended that students schedule make-up work with Ms. Holley immediately upon returning to school following absences. Work that is not made up will earn a zero.

· Students who are absent on the day an assignment is due should send the assignment electronically if at all possible. If not, it must be submitted by 7:55 AM on the first day the student returns to school.

Honor Code

Students are expected to do their own work at all times.  Plagiarism is the act of borrowing the words, ideas, examples, or opinions of others and passing it off as one’s own.  Any work that has been plagiarized will be given a grade of zero without the opportunity for redoing the assignment and no extra credit will be given. Furthermore, the student will be referred to Administration for documentation of the event.  ALL assignments for this class, no matter how major or mundane, must adhere to the guidelines of the Scholars Academy Honor Code.  This includes but is not limited to reading quizzes. Students who use notes composed by other students or taken from on-line sources are in violation of the Honor Code. Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the Honor Code and adhering to its rules.

Contact Information
Please check our electronic classroom on a regular basis. The calendar will be posted there as will handouts, discussions, and announcements. Please contact me with any questions or concerns which may arise throughout the year.
                                                                                               Sincerely,

                                                                                               Georgia Holley              

                                                                                              Cell: 
                                                                                              843-283-6621

                                                                                              Email:                   

                                                                                              gholley@horrycountyschools.net
                                                                                             Website:

                                                                                              georgiaholley.weebly.com

