18th Century America

A. King William’s War (1689-1697)

· New York and New England invaded Canada.

· English/Iroquois v. French (Call other Indians)

· League of Augsberg

· It disintegrated into bloody attacks on border settlements. (By both sides)

· 2000 Iroquois

· 900 English/Dutch 

· 400 French

· Post was treaties ended British/Iroquois military alliance.

B. Queen Anne’s War (1702-1713)

· War of Spanish Succession

· England Vs. France/Spain

· Canadians attacked Massachusetts and Maine

· British gained Acadia and Newfoundland

· Ended with treaty of Utrecht.

· Impact of these wars:
           -American colonists understood and respected their dependence on the British.

C. War of Jenkins Ear (1739)

· England vs. Spain---- fought only in Georgia and Caribbean.
D.  King Georges War (1740- 1748)

· Also called the war of Austrian Succession.
· Britain vs. Spain
· British won, but European’s gave back captured colonial land---it was a slap in New England’s face.
A. Economics

· Mercantilism- economic aim to make mother country self sufficient.

-By eliminating dependence on foreign suppliers

-Damaging for competitor’s commutative interests

-Increased net stock of gold and silver by unbalance trade

· Navigation Laws
1.  All trade on British ships (most of colonies these would be owned)

2. Enumerated goods could only be sold abroad if the went through England harbor     first (tobacco, rice, furs, indigo, and naval stores)

      -Tobacco farmer’s were given a monopoly in England.

3. It encouraged some markets with bounties (products England would have imported.  Ex. Silk, lumber hemp.)

       -Put high tariffs on these goods from other countries.

A. Population

· Colonies had a doubling rate of 25 years

· Colonial women had 8 children and 42 grandchildren.  Much higher than British women --- 5 children/ 15grands

· Ratio of English to Colonies:

- 1700       20: 1

-1775        3:1

· Total Population:

1700 250,000

1701 2,500,000 

    -Caused by immigration and natural increase.

· Brits continued to come but also large #s of Germans (to Pennsylvania) and Scots and Irish

· 1775 - 20% colonies were African American (slave and free)—90% of these lived in South.

· Standard of living increased dramatically. (Particularly in Chesapeake)

· New York and Delaware had highest SOL (livestock, wheat, corn)

· New England prospered least---Only people who turned to the sea made fortune and 1/5 of sailors went to a “watery” grave.   “Widows Walk”

· Equaled SOL England---Far exceeded Scotland and Ireland.

· Distribution of wealth uneven  

-Most farms evenly divided

-high life expectancy meant people had to buy farms—delayed marriage.

B. Farm Families and Women

· Women contributed by producing goods to use and sell.

· Married women lost control of farms

Impact on Environment:

1. Drove away game

2. Colder winters/ Hotter summers

3. Flood/drought 

4. Soil Depletion 

C. Cities

· Very poor

· 4% of population (1740)

· 50% of children died before age 21

· Poor sanitation

· Frequent riots

IV.   Structure of Society
A. General Characteristics

· Dom. Of English Society

· Self-Gov’t (elected legislature with royal govt (except in Rhode Island and Connecticut who elect and govern.

· Somewhat tolerant of religion –Massachusetts (No non Christians or Jews) Rhode Island and Pennsylvania most liberal.

· No hereditary aristocracy 

· Some Social Mobility

B. Class Structure 

· Elites determined by money, not title.
· Began to display wealth after 1720s 
· Wealthiest sent sons to Europe
· Most American’s were small farmers
· Elites controlled most politics
-80% of white men barred from holding office because of land regiment (Except in New England

-Assemblymen not paid and had to be away from home 6-10 weeks per year.

-9 families provide 1/3 of House of Burgesses.

-60% of white males could vote

-lower voter turnout

-liquor used to buy votes (G. Washington 2 quart per vote) 

V   Arts and Sciences

A. Architecture 

· Georgian—center hall symmetrical windows/dorms
B. Paintings 

· No American style

C. Literature

· Mostly political writings/poetry
· Poor Richard’s Almanac 

VI  Education

A.  New England

· Tax supported public schools
B. Middle Colonies

· Church/Private schools
C. South
· No schools
VII   Professions 

A. Doctors- Quacks 

B. Lawyers-gained respect

VIII The Press

· 1725 ----- 5 newspapers 
· 1776 ----- 40 newspapers
· First political cartoon –Ben Franklin
· Zenger Trial
-Jury said truth about a famous figure not libel

IX Leisure 

· South-cards horse racing 
· Mid West – theatre 
· New England – New England religious leagues
X Gov’t

A. State

· All assemblies bicameral
· Upper house Appointments
· Lower house votes on taxes
· Assembly paid governors salary 
B. Local

· New England-town meeting
· South-county gov’t run by sheriff who was appointed.
XI Enlightenment vs. The Great Awakening

A. Enlightenment-Belief and support of science and reasoning over faith—skepticism of everything not in logic.

1. Newton (1689)- 

· gravity 

·  inspired many other scientists to explore math, physics and botany.

2. Ben Franklin

· Poor Richards Almanac
· Electricity
· Public library 
· American philosophy Society
· College of Philadelphia (U Pen) first non-church
3. Deists (Jefferson/Franklin)

· God created the universe around natural laws then left it alone.
· Enlightenment thinkers believed science would benefit everyone, but did not believe that common man should be trusted with decision-making.
Great Awakening (Late to mid 1730s –1740s)

· Period of intense religious fervor and emotionalism.

A. Characterized By: 

    1. Emptiness of material goods

    2. Corruption of human nation

    3. Wrath of God

    4. Need for repentance

B. Early Ministers

· Jonathan Edwards

-“Sinners in The Hands of an Angry God” (1741)

-Credited with starting the Georgia  --must repent

· George Whitefield (English)
-brought different revivalists into movement –preach against corruption of Anglican Church—said need to be “born again”

-Openly profess belief in JC

-ordinarily folks could understand God without ministers

-spread the word more than any other minister

· William Tennant 
· Theodore Frelinqhuysen
C. New Lights v. Old Lights

D. Outcomes

· Decreasing power of established churches

· Increasing numbers and strength of New Denominations (Baptist and Methodists)

· Increasing Protestantism for slaves and Native Americans 

· Increasing power for women 

· New Light colleges (Brown, Dartmouth, Rutgers, Columbia

· Increasing religious toleration and separation of church and state.

· Empowered common man to question author.

· Increasing emotionalism in churches

· Decreasing power of clergy

· First common exp. For colonist

· Democratized view of authority 

